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But how many of your 


Use the Pupil’s Home Reading Books in Bethany 
Graded Lessons to Maintain Christian Education 
All Through the Summer* 


When the sun shines and all outdoors seems to say, “come 
have fun,” it takes all the ingenuity a teacher can muster 
to keep her pupils interested in a lesson. It makes good 
sense to use curriculum materials that give the most help! 


Bethany Graded Lessons give you home reading books for 
every class, first through twelfth grades. Reading these 
Pupil’s Books at home helps sustain children’s interest 
through the week and effectively promotes regular Sunday 
morning attendance. AND, Pupil’s Books are written about 
things that appeal to children . . . in language they know! 
Children enjoy learning from them, and they understand 
lessons better because they’re really interested! 


And here’s a BONUS-PLUS Idea! When any of your chil- 
ren leave town for an extended vacation, be sure their Pu- 
pil’s Book goes along with them. With Bethany Graded 
Lessons, they can learn even when they are miles away! 


CHRISTIAN BOARD of PUBLICATION © Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 


*If Bethany Graded Lessons are not now being used in ALL your church 
school classes, start them this summer. Write for examination copies. 


pupils miss church school? 
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HERE were certain attributes of the Christian 
WHEN YOU GIVE life that Jesus took for granted. These were 
to come as natural as breathing. One of these 
was Prayer. He said ‘when you pray”, not “if.” 
by James Clayton Pippin Another was love. He said, “as you love.” Still 
Minister, First Christian Church another was giving. He said, “But when you give,” 
Falls Church, Virginia not ‘‘éf.” 

So Christ starts with the assumption that a 
person prays, loves and gives as a natural outward 
expression of an inner growing life. The main 
body of his teaching was not so much to begin in 
the life of the Israelite qualities that were not 
already present, but to add new and broader ex- 
pressions to these qualities. 

Jesus came to give us a new motivation and a 
new dimension to awaken within us the three 
sleeping beauties of our lives: prayer, love and 
sacrifice. He came to carry love from love of self 
to love of neighbor as He loves us; to carry prayer 
forward from merely asking and receiving, to 
talking as a friend with God; and to enlarge our 
concept of giving far beyond any ulterior: motive, 
up into the realm of complete consecration. 


Through prayer, love and stewardship, he sought 


& to teach us and to show us that by being an in- 
strument in the hands of God we would become 
like him and receive his greatest blessings. That 
through our outpouring and selflessness, through 
our moving out of the center of our own lives, 


the surging tide of His presence, bounty and power 
would sweep through us and bless our life and all 
that it touched. 


Yes, Jesus takes for granted that men will give. 
He spent much of his precious time, however, 
in teaching how and how much men are to give. 
The specific concept of giving is mentioned over 
2,200 times in the Scriptures. Of these, about 
800 are in the New Testament, and approximately 
265 come from the Gospels. In his earthly min- 
istry, Jesus speaks of giving more than any other 
single attribute of the good life. 


During this period of the year when many 
churches prepare through the every member can- 


* 
vass to “give as unto him” as God has prospered, 
Christ is again speaking and this time to us. 
Giving is the natural overflow of loving and loving 


is the outcome of prayer. When the disciples 
came to Jesus they rightly asked, “Lord, teach 
us to pray,” not “how to pray” but “to pray.” 
This is the place we all must start to develop a 
life of stewardship. Through giving much time 
in prayer we are led through love to dedicate our 
talents and our treasure in a measure that comes 
more to the standard Christ set for us. 


In this day of plenty “when the tree is green,” 
our churches at home must set the example for 
our churches around the world and move up closer 
to our Lord’s expectation of all his followers. 
Yesterday and today he says to his church, “If 
any man would come after me, let him deny him- 
self and take up his cross and follow me.” 
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Keeping 


the Pulpit kree 


An obligation for preserving such freedom rests finally with laymen 
by James R. Wright, Jr. 


Minister, First Christian Church 
Fulton, Missouri 


The genius of Protestantism depends upon 
the freedom of the pulpit. Indeed the freedom 
of men and nations has always depended upon 
the freedom of the prophetic voice to speak the 
truth. And the most effective power in keeping 
the pulpit free is the same power that made it 
free—the laymen. 

The responsibility for preserving the power and 
witness of the church rests finally with the lay- 
men. It is through the laymen that most others, 
particularly those outside it, may picture the 
church. The minister may make very little impact 
upon those outside his congregation for he has 
very little contact with them. But the layman, 
in business contacts, in club work, at home and 
at play, is presented a daily opportunity to quietly 
witness to the power of his faith. 

It is equally wrong to assume that it is up to 
the minister to keep the pulpit free. This is not 
to say that he has no responsibility to preach 
what he believes to be the will of God, for most 
of our ministers are abidingly committed to this. 
But it is to say, when under attack, the only ones 
who can keep him there to speak what he under- 
stands of the truth are the laymen. 

For instance, if we are honest we know that 
the minister is safe in his job so long as he deals 
with sin in other places and of which his own 
congregation is not guilty. And we know he may 
be in immediate danger if he begins to speak too 
boldly and too bluntly about the sins of his own 
flock and his own town. 

Some of our ministers have been discharged 
because of a clear stand on Christian brotherhood 
in race relations. In other sections our ministers 
come under fire if they take a bold stand against 
the industrial prostitution of human dignity, or 
on the other hand if they speak out with courage 
against the abominable abuses of freedom of 
which labor is often guilty. 

Most of those so dealt with will continue to 
speak boldly as they receive the light to do so, 
but what of the laymen if they succeed in getting 
a minister who will not? The minister may have 
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bought a clear conscience with his job, but the 
laymen of the church that fired him, if the pulpit 
is muzzled, are still without a clear and vital and 
courageous witness. 

It is not so bad, after all, to listen to a preacher 
who does not always say things with which we 
can agree. It is far more terrible to have to sit 
and listen to a preacher who lacks the courage 
to reveal to us the truths we need to hear. 

The late Ernest Fremont Tittle deserves the 
reputation as one of America’s great preachers. 
But the credit for keeping his pulpit free is given 
to the laymen of his congregation who were de- 
termined even in the face of very powerful efforts 
to silence him. 

It is said that in the midst of one campaign to 
have the board shackle him one of the most con- 
servative and economically powerful laymen rose 
to say something like this: 


“T am against any effort to silence our minister. 
I am for any proposal which announces that 
we disagree with him, but my right to disagree 
with him goes only as far as my willingness to 
grant him his right to say what is on his mind. 
I am sure of my own position; I need not be 
afraid when he expresses his.” 


To be sure, preachers say many foolish things, 
but we must maintain our balance in this age of 
hysteria afd remember that sometimes what we 
think is foolishness may be the wisdom of God. 

A great part of the laymen’s responsibility is in 
upholding not the right but the obligation of the 
minister to preach the word of truth as he sees it, 
even when it hurts and even when it is not 
generally agreed to or accepted. How else will 
God speak his new truth to us? 

Without a pulpit free to speak boldly we bleach 
all the color out of Jesus. “To timid men,” said 
the poet, “he served up half a Christ.” The pulpit 
must remain free to serve up Christ in all his 
wholeness, and occasionally to shock men into 
the realization that the Kingdom of God, the 
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abundant life, is not bound up in the idea of 
early riches, personal prejudices or pride. And 
the only power on earth that can do this is in the 
hands of the laymen. 

What the minister is trying often to do is de- 
velop within his laymen a restless determination 
to become a little better each day; to forget the 
hungry search for peace of mind and to discover 
a new adventure into unknown realms of spiritual 
conquest, driven always onward by a conscious- 
ness of the great gulf between what we are and 
what we ought to be, and by the grace of God 
can be; to bring about a willingness to give up 
our couch and cushion for the cross of Jesus, 


which all who have borne it testify is not a burden 
but the source of life abundant. 

The layman who would keep the pulpit free 
will first know that all of us suffer from sin of 
prejudice, hate, selfishness, all kinds of sin, and 
that like a cancerous growth it must be removed. 
It will hurt to cut it out, but if it is not it will 
kill us, and the minister who loves us will try to 
save us. 

We may have to listen to a lot of things with 
which we do not agree, but it is a small price to 
pay in order to know that our preacher has the 
freedom to speak the truth as he sees it, and that 
God can get through to us when it is necessary. 





THE MINISTER’S DAY 


ITH changing times the labors performed 

by the minister have changed somewhat. 
Yet his duties and associations with people still 
incorporate the deep spiritual visions which have 
been the pulsations of religion for ages. 

To those who have lost their way he is a 
shepherd; to those who have sinned, he must be 
a bearer of God’s judgment and mercy; to the 
grief-burdened he is a comforter; to the contented 
and the cowardly he must be a prophet. Nor 
must his function as a priest be forgotten, for 
despite a brash claim that they are sufficient unto 
themselves, modern men are aware that life is 
still attched to elemental mysteries and a grand 
design shapes the Universe with forces beyond 
our puny fingers to control. In a world where 
people are shouting, “See Mars . . . see the atom 

. See that mental wizard ...see yonder 
rocket” the shouters want a member of their clan 
to say ‘Behold God!” 

A famous woman has written a newspaper 
column called, “My Day.” A day in the life of 
a minister is filled with the exacting and dramatic 
ebb and flow of human failures, hopes and trans- 
formations. That day begins, as it does for most 
Americans, with the tinkling of the alarm clock, 
the breakfast coffee, and a swift glance through 
the newspaper to discover the latest turn of affairs 
on the earth. 

There are meditations and readings in the 
Book of books, or a half-hour’s journey with 
poets and saints, lest the Holy Spirit be neglected 
in the crowded schedule of the waking hours. 
Then to the church where letters must be an- 
swered, conferences held with staff, telephone calls 
to receive and make, endless plans to be conceived 
and promoted, as many as thirty people to con- 
tact. As the hours fly by a procession of people 
Moves in and out of the office: a couple plan to 
marry, a mother is worried about her daughter’s 
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by Warner Muir 


Minister, University Christian 
rch, Des Moines, lowa 


friends, a man pours out his soul in contrition, a 
committee meets, a college student comes to ask 
counsel about faith or vocation. A dozen youth 
clubbers pour in to shout greetings. 

The afternoon moves on the shadowed wall and 
it is time to begin the day’s calling. First there 
are the hospitals—the minister must go where 
his brothers and sisters are in pain, are weary 
with the fight against physical malady, are ask- 
ing: “How is it with us? Shall we stay here, or 
go to that other land of which we have heard?” 
Next the minister’s car heads for the long streets 
lined with houses—to the home of a man in a 
wheel chair, to a house where students are tramp- 
ing gaily on the stairs as they are released from 
classes for another night, to the residence of a 
newcomer family (the Rev. Jones from Oshkosh 
sent a letter about them). The calling goes on 
through the dinner hours, until past 8:30, or call- 
ing must be dropped earlier because a department 
of work is meeting, or there is a wedding, or a 
dinner program is on at the church. 

Then home! And two hours with books like 
Man, Morals and Society, by Chester McCown or 
The Dark Dance by the Indian author Rajan. A 
little television perhaps, a glance at Time maga- 
zine, a record on the Hi-Fi. At 11 o’clock the 
phone rings—a woman, crying, asks if the min- 
ister will go now to the hospital—there’s been 
an accident on the highway. For the second 
time that day the minister is in a hospital room, 
only this time tragedy is grim and the need of 
God very great as shock shatters human com- 
panionship. 

And so to bed at one hour past midnight. I 
think few people know how varied with the 
weaving together of God and man is a minister’s 
day. It is a wonderful family to belong to, the 
tribe of Levi... “set apart to stand before the 
Lord and to minister to Him and to bless His 
Name.” 


THE CHRISTIAN EVANGELIST-FRONT RANK 




















Editorials 











Four Hours to Spare 


T HAS been an axiom of the Christian life 
since Paul wrote to the church at Philippi 
that he was “forgetting what lies behind” 
(Phil. 3:13) that we ought not to be ham- 
pered by the past. If the past does hamper 
us we need to get it into proper perspective. 
To neglect the past is obviously not the 
right use of it. Right early, Paul was re- 
membering ‘‘these woman... Clement and 
the rest of my fellow workers” and the work 
they had done together. (Phil. 4:3.) 

The immediate interest of these remarks is 
the relation of the church to world peace as 
it may be affected by the modern German 
nation. Two recent news releases prompt 
the remarks and turn us back to a bit of 
personal history. 

Prior to the foreign ministers’ meeting 
last month, it was reported that there was 
an “air of doubt and uncertainty” in Ger- 
many regarding the effect of conferences 
between East and West upon her. One report 
said that our Secretary of State, Christian 
J. Herter, was going to stop four hours in 
Bonn “to allay this uncertainty.” In our 
judgment it will more likely take four gener- 
ations than four hours to settle these issues. 

The same day that the above news broke, 
another item appeared which causes the con- 
clusion about the time needed. A sampling 
has been taken of German school pupils, 
fifteen to seventeen years old, to see what 
they think of Hitler. Only one in ten gave 
“a knowledgeable reply’’! 

Some knew that Hitler ruled from 1933 
to 1945; others knew that he relieved the 
unemployment problem and built super-high- 
ways. One thought he killed 30,000 Jews. 
Nobody knew that Nazism numbered 
6,000,000 Jewish victims. 

This is the result of existentialism in 
action. We first became conscious of it 
several years ago through what was intended 
to be a harmless question. We asked a 
German friend what he taught young people 
in the church about Hitler. We were em- 
barassed when he showed considerable 
emotion in replying that he taught nothing. 
This was an experience of the historic past 
which could never be theirs, so they were 
not exposed to the facts, he said. 

We are not attempting a critique of this 
philosophy, either on its secular side or as 
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it comes into religious circles in neo-Ortho- 
doxy. We are merely pointing out factual 
evidence of one result it has produced which 
we believe to be extremely unfortunate. 

Now Germany is a divided nation, in which 
the church is struggling desperately to re- 
main in fellowship over and under the Iron 
Curtain. A part of the trouble, at least, is 
caused by the conscious attempt to forget 
the past. It will take more than four hours 
to settle the matter. 


Eighteen Plus Eighteen 


E WERE just reading that it usually 

takes about eighteen years to create 
an alcoholic. And the largest percentage of 
alcoholics were said to have started working 
on it at the age of eighteen. Thirty-six is 
awfully young to become the victim of such 
a cruel and unhappy disease. 

The general facts are too observable by 
any youngster on any street to need repeti- 
tion in a journal for adults. It is estimated 
that there are two million alcoholics in in- 
dustry, and that the average problem drinker 
misses 22 days’ work a year to stay home 
with his problem. 

The New York City police department 
reported a 61.1 per cent increase in drunken 
driving in a single year. One county in New 
York State claims 2,000 problem drinkers, 
most of whom don’t admit it, but their 
families and the welfare workers know. 

We could have called this column “One 
and Fourteen.” When fifteen social drinkers 
“social drink” long enough, they separate, 
and become one problem drinker and 14 
social drinkers. The problem drinker joins 
the statistics with those from whom the 
alcoholics come. The 14 take in a new com- 
rade, and maybe he will be the next to leave 
for the new grouping. Maybe he won’t. It 
might be you! 

We get lots of letters from men and women 
older than ourselves about these matters. 
All the writers are obviously abstainers. 
They all feel that something can be done 
about the issue, in general. 

But a drinker is a specific person. How 
many drinkers read our journal? We have 
had one letter defending social drinking, 
(from a non-drinker). We have more than 
125,000 subscribers. Every one of us has 
to face up to the facts. 
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Christians: 


A teen-ager presents a 


This article is adapted from 
a message by LeRoy Holmason 
which was delivered on Youth 
Sunday at First Christian 
Church, Sunnyside, Washington. 
LeRoy is a high school sopho- 
more. 


AN we be Christians as mem- 
bers of society? 

First of all, let’s clarify the 
meaning of the term Christian. 
It has been stated that a Chris- 
tian individual is a person believ- 
ing in or belonging to the Church 
of Jesus Christ, whatever that 
organization may be. Also a 
person exhibiting a spirit proper 
to a follower of Jesus Christ, 
and a person striving to be 
Christlike. 

This is acceptable for our pur- 
poses, although most _ people 
would certainly enlarge this 
meaning a great deal. The key 
phrase of the statement is: exz- 
hibiting a spirit proper to a fol- 
lower of Jesus Christ. 

This means everywhere, at all 
times, and to the greatest of 
one’s ability, if one is to be con- 
sidered, both inwardly and out- 
wardly, a true Christian. 

Fundamentally, a society is a 
gathering of people, ideally for 
the combined good of all the peo- 
ple. But, the inevitable always 
happens to a group of people, 
that is, the non-Christians un- 
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Members 


challenge at the church 


consciously or consciously ridi- 
cule the Christian people in an 
attempt to cover their own faults 
and sins. 

Now, when the non-believers 
are greater “en masse” than the 
believers, and their corruptions 
become overpowering, it becomes 
increasingly difficult for the 
Christians to, going back to our 
definition, in spirit be acceptable 
as members of the religion of Je- 
sus Christ. 

Of all the age groups, we teen- 
agers are extremely susceptible 
to the corrupt part of our society. 
As yet our basic questions, at 
least many of them, and our life 
goals, spiritual as well as eco- 
nomical, are unanswered. This 
does not mean that all teen-agers 
are attracted to such things as 
drinking, vandalism, and other 
unwholesome activities, but cer- 
tainly most of the questioning 
youth of today’s generation at 
one time or another wonder about 
these problems. 

Many of today’s young people 
find Satan’s path the easy road, as 
people of any age group certain- 
ly do. The ideal way is often- 
times hard to follow since the 
temptations in front of us seem 
altogether too inviting. 

Many young people feel that 
now is the time to have “fun” in 
immoral and illegal activities. 
Everyone has heard the expres- 
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of Society 


e by LeRoy Holmason 


sion “Sow your wild oats while 
you’re young.” If this form of 
wildness is going to be done at 
all, when a person is young is 
when this should supposedly be 
done. The problem is the wild 
oats seem to crop up unexpect- 
edly in later life. Now, if the 
mistakes, the wild oats, hadn’t 
been sown in the first place, think 
of the heartache and disaster 
that could have been avoided in 
later life. 

These are the formative years, 
the years when basic concepts are 
planted in growing minds, to 
flourish regardless of their good- 
ness or badness. The goal of the 
church to the youth is to show 
them the path to personal sal- 
vation. The church must show 
the youth that Christian ideals 
are the soundest way to imme- 
diate happiness and a productive 
and fruitful life. 

The question still comes up 
though, can we be Christians in 
society? Even though it is very 
hard, it is accepted that we must, 
if we are to remain a member 
of this group, a functioning mem- 
ber at least. Then, the next 
problem is how to act toward 
these other people while still re- 
maining a Christian. 

We can’t become recluses, liv- 
ing by ourselves because of some 
conviction that since society is 
evil, the only way to be a Chris- 
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tian is to stay out of it. This 
isn’t right. Even though we 
might be happy to a degree, we 
still wouldn’t be productive to 
our nation, to the world, and to 
the individual, if we’re off in some 
corner by ourselves. 

This has been tried and, for all 
purposes, failed because these 
self-inflicted outcasts couldn’t go 
into all the world and preach 
the gospel, as they should have. 
If we are to set an example to 
society, we must live in it, not 
apart from it. 

One of the greatest detriments 
to society accepting us are the 
religious snobs of our time. We 
youth are afraid of being snobs 
anywhere. Snobs don’t win pop- 
ularity contests, and we want to 
be popular to the ‘‘nth” degree. 

We feel the need for acceptance 
by our group and by other groups 
as well. Sometimes we feel that 
it is “not with it” to live by the 
teachings of Christ. Of course, 
we’re goaded on by the question- 
able characters we meet all the 
time. So where is the middle 
road, the road that permits us to 
follow and practice the teachings 
of Christ and still be an accepted 
member of society? 

There must be a sort of leeway 
in a Christian’s approach to the 
members of society. First of all, 
the type of friends a person keeps 
is very important. No one need 
keep the company of any unde- 
sirable persons. The company 
we keep often reflects our atti- 
tudes and, most important, the 
faith we propose to live by. By 
this I mean we have to draw a 
line somewhere as to our activi- 
ties and companions and yet still 
not become too dogmatic in our 
approach to the accepted, unac- 
ceptable norms of society. We 
must accept certain phases as 
simply the way things are and 
yet we must not let these inter- 
fere with our Christian ideals. 
Society casts out the non-con- 
formist. 

Again, if we dare be Christians 
in society, and really we must, 
and if we have the desire, we 
must make a stand as to our con- 
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victions and beliefs. This is the 
middle road, or part of it at least 
—not too dogmatic and not too 
open-minded, but still holding 





by J. Warren Hastings | 


“My having a position in Wash- 
ington, D. C., and residing in that 
city is surrounded with mystery. 
In the first place, I am from the 
Middle West and never expected 
to leave that part of the coun- 
try. 

“In the second place,” he con- 
tinued, “I was in an automobile 
accident that should have taken 
my life and I came through it 
with a few scratches. I believe 
that God has work for me to do 
in the capital city.” 

He looked straight ahead as 
he sat beside me in my automo- 
bile. We were on our way to an 
Area Convention. 

“T never told you,” he said, “of 
the terrible automobile accident 
that I was in. My wife, the chil- 
dren and I were traveling across 
Missouri during the night. We 
were in a hurry to get to our 
destination and had decided to 
drive all night. 

“About four o’clock in the 
morning, my wife was at the 
wheel and I was sitting beside her 
dozing. Our two children were 
asleep on the backseat of the car. 
She pulled out in order to pass a 
car and we collided with a truck 
and trailer coming in the op- 
posite direction. 

“TI remember the crash and 
when I came to myself, I was 
sitting in the road, my wife was 
leaning helplessly across the 
wheel of our car—she was un- 
conscious—and the children were 
lying in the road. All of them 
were hurt seriously, my wife 
spent the next six months in the 
hospital, but I received only a 
few bruises. As my head cleared 
and I became conscious of my 
surroundings, the voice of God 


our faith up for everyone to see, 
so that they may know exactly 
where we stand and accept us as 
such. 





seemed to be saying to me, ‘I 
have work for you to do.’ 
“A-few years ago, purely by 
coincidence, I met the man who 
is the Washington head of the 


business in which I serve. We 
both attended the same conven- 
tion, he from the East and I from 
the Middle West, and there was 
a speaking acquaintance between 
us. When the convention ad- 
journed I thought no more about 
the gentleman. He had gone his 
way and I had gone mine. 


“A number of years later, I was 
invited to attend a meeting in 
North Carolina, the gentleman 
whom I had met years before 
was present and we visited to- 
gether on several occasions. We 
seemed to be drawn to each other 
and I appreciated his friendship. 
However, nothing was said at 
that time about my coming to 
Washington to work with him. 
Later, much to my surprise, he 
was instrumental in having me 
invited to take the job which I 
now hold. 

“I know that God has played 
a part in the unfolding of my life. 
I believe that ‘I have come to the 
Kingdom for such a time as this.’ 
It is not by happen-chance that 
I am now residing in the nation’s 
capital and working in your 
church. That is why I am anxious 
to take my share of the respon- 
sibilities of the work of Christ. 
He put me in my present position 
and I owe him an obligation. I 
want you as my minister to know 
my innermost feelings about 
helping to carry the load for 
Jesus Christ.” 

We road along in silence for 
what seemed to be a long time. 
Finally I turned to him and said: 
“T understand.” 
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HE was freckled and tall and 

a bit too thin. She wore the 
name “Sandy” with a _ simple 
confidence that her friends had 
chosen it out of love. Sandy was 
blessed with a peculiar unaware- 
ness that she had a gift of put- 


ting a boy at ease. . . especially 
Gary. 
Gary, the boy who had 


squirmed through many a school 
party and had served as escort 
for a good share of the girls in 
his class, had taken Sandy to her 
door. Strange! With Sandy 
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there was no unwillingness, just 
a good-to-be-with-you feeling 
that hit Gary hard. 

Doug Atlee was the only fel- 
low around when Gary made his 
brag. “Sandy has a birthday and 
I’'m_ getting her something.” 
Gary straightened and felt very 
bold. “A real gift! Something 
to remember me!” He felt rich 
and strong and suddenly all that 
mattered was to be remembered 
by Sandy. 

“So this girl Sandy has you 
gone—completely gone!” Doug 


THE CHRISTIAN 





lilustrated by Berneki 


shoved his hands into his finely 
tailored pockets. 

“She’s the nicest girl—I’ll al- 
ways remember her!’”’ Gary saw 
the smirk on Doug’s face. ‘What 
if there is a mystery about the 
girl? Who cares? Yes sir,... 
a gift so she’ll remember me!” 

Doug leaned closer under the 
crooked elm. “You know her 
folks, of course.” 

“TI suppose you do.” 

Nobody knew Sandy’s folks. 
She moved into Rock Ledge sud- 
denly and quietly. She took her 
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place in the Sophomore class in 
the small high school and entered 
into church activities without 
fuss or flare. Everyone knew 
Sandy but no one knew anything 
about Sandy. Some said the old 
couple were here grandparents. 
Some whispered that they were 
aunt and uncle to the likeable 
girl. To Gary it didn’t make 
any difference. 

In response to Doug’s silence, 
Gary snapped, “Anyway, they’re 
nice folks . . . asked me in for 
fresh doughnuts and cocoa once.” 

“But you were never really in- 
troduced?” 

Of course he wasn’t. 
one ever been 
Sandy’s people? 

Doug nudged him. “Don’t look 
so worried, boy. Sandy probably 
wouldn’t have you if you were 
tied in pink ribbons.” 

“I didn’t say.. 
oe a a 

“IT heard what you said and it 
sounds like wedding bells and 
you’re just a kid.” That from 
Doug! What did he think he 
was? 

A kid! Eighteen in November! 
A kid? Besides, who said any- 
thing about wedding bells? 
Sandy was special. On her birth- 
day she deserved a special gift 
—something so she would re- 
member. 

“And you needn’t spread any 
tall tales,” Gary said. It was 
too late. Doug had slipped away 
and was gone from sight. Gary 
burned. Doug had a reputation 
for broadcasting anything he 
thought he knew. Gary never 
was one to go for much publicity. 

Then his heart leaped high 
and he rallied at the sight of 
Sandy. As she came near a calm 
settled and gave him more cour- 
age than he had ever known. 

“Hi,” he said and his easiness 
surprised him. “About choir 
practice . . . would you mind if 
we walked?” 


Had any- 
introduced to 


. I merely 


JUNE 14, 1959 


“Not at all,” Sandy smiled. 
“Your father needs the car?” 

“Right,” he nodded. 

“T really enjoy a good walk,” 
Sandy said. The white of her 
teeth and the bronze in her hair 
made up for every freckle that 
nature had sprinkled on her nose. 

Her birthday gift must be a 
pearl or a lovely piece of golden 
jewelry. Her gift must be some- 
thing precious that would always 
remind her of him. They walked 
along to the library. Then Gary 
thought of a little trick. 

“Mind if I come early for 
choir?” he asked. “I'd like to 
stop at the gift shop. There’s a 
special friend . . .” 

“Sounds exciting. Maybe I 
can help you choose a gift.” 

So they had an early start to 
choir and Gary’s pocket bulged 
with his thick wallet. His heart 
was filled with the happiness of 
giving. He forgot for the mo- 
ment how many cars he washed 
and how many times he cleaned 
the back room in the town’s best 
repair shop and garage. But he 
was paid a fair wage and Mr. 
Abbot always had something for 
him to do. 

They were inside the door of 
the little gift shop. The man, 
tall and exquisite as a fancy 
stick pin, bent over them. 

“Something?” he asked. 

Gary eyed the chunky things 
in square boxes and the slinky 
things on tissue-covered cards. 
There were rows of velvet boxes 


hugging all sorts of fragile 
things. 

“For you mother?” Sandy 
asked. 

Gary shrugged. 


Sandy was holding a blue- 
green stone set in silver. It 
dangled from a fragile chain. 
“Sister?” 

Gary wished Sandy would fall 
in love with one of the jewelled 
pins or something. She did not. 

They went to a clothing store. 
Perhaps a scarf or tailored 


gloves. Sandy said little so no 
purchase was made. 

“We'll be late for choir,” she 
said. 

After choir practice they were 
back in her kitchen. Toasting 
another cheese sandwich, she 
said. “I often wonder about 
Doug. He seems so worldly.” 

“Yeah?” 

“I can’t help feeling a little 
sorry for him.” She sighed. “I 
can never get terribly excited 
about things. I always remem- 
ber the years at the Home.” 

“The Home?” 

“It’s a good place to be when 
you have no folks but,” a tear 
made Sandy’s eyes look very large, 
“it’s awfully nice to have some- 
one come and take you as their 
own.” Sandy looked at the 
clock. “I should never have told 
you. They are my mother and 
father now. Somehow I can 
never quite forget the ones back 
there at the Home... and the 
things they wish they had!” 

A jewel would cheapen Sandy. 
A lovely scarf would seem cheap. 

“T will keep your secret,” Gary 
said. 

Gary drove 25 miles the next 
day and approached the desk at 
the Home. When he drove away 
he had made a sizable donation 
to the birthday party fund at the 
Home. Sandy would get a card 
from the Home. 

Doug was taken care of a 
couple of days later under the 
same twisted elm. 

“Say now,” Doug began, 
“about that gift for Sandy... .” 

“All taken care of,’ Gary 
grinned. 

“Jewels?” Doug laughed. 

“Right,” Gary said. And it 
was right. No jewels would ever 
match the brightness in Sandy’s 
eyes when she showed Gary the 
card she received in the mail. 

“It’s the loveliest gift! Oh, 
Gary, I'll always remember you.” 

And that was good enough for 
him. 
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GOOD SENSE 


by Clifford Thomas 


While in the armed forces 
some years ago, I was sent to 
India, and later ordered for out- 
post duty at a little place named 
Kalka, a railway junction at the 
foot of the Himalayan moun- 
tains. 


One day, a companion and I 
decided to explore the surround- 
ing country, not realizing the 
danger of such an undertaking. 
After climbing the side of the 
mountain a short distance, I 
came within six feet of two black 
cobras, near a large rock; one 
was poised, ready to strike. For- 
unately my companion shouted 
a warning in time. We made a 
hasty retreat. 


After recovering from fright 
I exclaimed, “I was scared out 
of my senses.” 


Our physical senses demon- 
strate God’s divine wisdom in the 
creation of man. Life would be 
dull and uninteresting without 
them. Yet we often fail to use 
these gifts to full advantage. 
While our senses are necessary 
in daily living, they can be at- 
tuned to the spirit in such a way 
as to experience a more profound 
appreciation of God’s love and 
care. If I had looked up instead 
of down, I could have avoided 
danger while climbing the moun- 
tain side. 

In the same manner, when 
problems arise and the way be- 
comes uncertain, do not look 
down in despair, but look up with 
the eyes of faith for guidance. 

At one time I worked in an 
office overlooking the Pacific 
ocean. One night, just before 
leaving, I called a colleague over 
to the window. 

“Did you ever see such a glo- 
rious sunset?’ I asked. 
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Our Physical Senses Demonstrate 


God’s Divine Wisdom 


In the Creation of Man... 


“It doesn’t mean a thing to 
me,” he replied. 

This man possessed good eye- 
sight, yet he failed to see the 
beauty of the setting sun. How- 
ever, when the eyes are touched 
with spiritual insight, the ma- 
jestic power of God reveals itself 
in this phenomena, bringing re- 
newed faith in the knowledge 
that all is well in his hands. 

Nothing pleases a healthy per- 
son so much as to sit down to a 
good meal. As a rule, the satis- 
fying of hunger takes precedence 
over everything else, and the 
need for food attended to 
promptly but sometimes through 
the press of daily tasks and 
worldly cares, the soul’s needs 
are neglected, and in a moment 
of weakness life becomes mean- 
ingless. 

Difficulties and _ frustrations 
seem overwhelming obstacles, 
and faith becomes dim. At such 
times more than any other, the 
soul needs the rejuvenating 
power of spiritual food which 
comes from prayer and medita- 
tion, and placing the burdens in 
His hands. Then truely the 
words of the psalmist become 
real when he said “O taste and 
see that the Lord is good.” 
(Psalm 34:8.) 

One day, while working in the 
office of a Marine Engineering 
Co., I was instructed to take 
some plans to a shipyard close 
by. Returning to the office, I 
decided to take a short cut by 
the railway siding. Rain had 
fallen a few hours previously, 
and pools of water lay here and 
there. In avoiding one of these 
pools, I stepped close to one of 
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the rails and narrowly escaped 
being run over by a switch en- 
gine. Although I possessed good 
ears, I failed to hear the frantic 
blasts of the engine whistle. 

How tragic that so many seem 
to rush through life with minds 
pre-occupied, intent on pursuing 
their own selfish desires, and the 
gospel message falls on deaf ears. 
This condition constitutes a big 
challenge to the Christian. The 
ears must be attuned to hear the 
Master’s voice at all times. In 
this way, God can use his serv- 
ants to show to others how their 
ears may be opened to hear that 
inner voice calling them to sur- 
render and a life of service. 

The experience of the sense of 
touch brings much more comfort 
and hope than most people re- 
alize, like the handclasp of a 
friend, or a mother’s touch as 
she caresses a sick child. Every 
Christian has experienced those 
dark days when fear and anxiety 
obscure the vision of Christ. But 
what a rewarding joy to reach 
out in faith and touch the hand 
of Christ and know He is by 
our side all the time. 

Even the sense of smell may 
be an instrument for glorifying 
God. No perfume can equal the 
wonderful fragrance of a rose. 
And what can compare to the 
wonderful smell of new-mown 
hay, or the tang of lofty pine 
trees. 

It makes good sense to enrich 
the Christian life by using the 
physical senses not only for daily 
needs, but to lift them to a 
spiritual level, thereby under- 
standing more fully the evidence 
of God’s goodness and a greater 
awareness of his love in the 
beauty of the world around us. 
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Church Leaders Join 
In Praise of Statesman 


John Foster Dulles Was Churchman 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Church 
leaders throughout the nation 
joined in praising the indomitable 
spirit of John Foster Dulles fol- 
lowing the death of the former 
Secretary of State. 


General Secretary Roy G. Ross of 
the National Council of Churches 
spoke highly of the religious con- 
viction and churchmanship of Mr. 
Dulles. 


In a statement issued on behalf of 
the National Council, Dr. Ross as- 
serted: “The death of John Foster 
Dulles, who brought to the consid- 
eration of international political 
problems the moral insight of a 
thoughtful and dedicated Christian, 
is an irreparable loss to the world. 

“There are few who Say as clearly 
as he the implications of religious 
conviction in the determination of 
world affairs, and none of his gen- 
eration who brought that conviction 
to bear so consistently in the formu- 
lation of policy and in the trans- 
lation of policy into action.” 

The statement continued: “To him, 
a just and durable peace among men 
was not merely attainable, it was 
a necessity; but he saw clearly that 
it was attainable only if all man- 
kind, whether Christian or not, 
brought to its attainment the Chris- 
tian spirit of forgiveness, of under- 
standing, of hope and of faith.” 


Secretary Dulles was instrumental 
in creating the Commission on a 
Just and Durable Peace, within the 
Federal Council of Churches (now 
the National Council) and was the 
first chairman of that commission. 

Dr. Ross described Dulles as “a 
bulwark of the National Council of 
Churches, because he believed in its 
purpose, and brought his tremendous 
talents to the service of that pur- 
pose.” Ross’s statement concluded 
with these words: “We have lost a 
friend and colleague. The world 
has lost a devoted and Christian 
leader.” 

Dr. Lewis Webster Jones, presi- 
dent of the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews, said in New 
York, meanwhile, that in the death 
of the 71-year-old Secretary “the na- 
tion and the world has lost a cham- 
pion for better human relations who 
throughout his life was motivated 
by the religious values underlying 
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the democratic 
hood.” 


ideal of brother- 


Dr. Jones said Mr. Dulles, who re- 
ceived the 1952 Brotherhood Award 
of the NCCJ, was “an outstanding 
Protestant layman who gave moral 
and spiritual leadership at home and 
abroad in working for peace, justice 
and the brotherhood of man under 
the Fatherhood of God.” 

Dr. Edward L. R. Elson, pastor of 
the National Presbyterian Church, 
which Mr. Dulles attended in Wash- 
ington, added that he was “a man 
of prayer and Christian resolution.” 

“Son of a Presbyterian minister, a 
ruling elder in the Church, and a 


servant of interchurch agencies, de- 
vout and disciplined in his religious 
practice,” Dr. Elson said, “John Fos- 
ter Dulles believed God was the sov- 
ereign ruler of all life and that this 
is a moral universe in which the 
laws of God are as inexorable as the 
laws of nature.” 

Mr. Dulles’ pastor stressed that 
“his Christian faith and conviction 
were applied to all areas of life.” 
For him, Dr. Elson continued, “it was 
imperative to find the moral posi- 
tion and then to rest the case with 
God.” 

Mr. Dulles was expected to enter 
the ministry as a boy but, while a 
Princeton University undergraduate, 
he chose the law instead. He was 
continually consulted by the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. In 1939, 
the Federal Council sent him to a 
meeting of the Provisional Com- 
mittee of the World Council of 
Churches in Geneva. 

Mr. Dulles served as chairman of 
the First World Order Study Con- 
ference in 1942 at Delaware, O., and 
was the main speaker at the Fifth 
World Order Study Conference in 
Cleveland last November. The for- 
mer meeting was held under the 
auspices of the Federal Council and 
the Cleveland meeting, under the 
National Council’s Department of 
International Affairs. 


World Refugee Year 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—President 
Eisenhower has issued a proclama- 
tion calling for support of the World 
Refugee Year sponsored by the 
United Nations, July 1, 1959—June 
30, 1960. 


$1 Million Received for World Council Building 


Buck HILu FALLs, Pa.—A total 
of one million dollars in cash and 
pledges had been received by 
April 23 for the new headquar- 
ters building of the World Council 
of Churches in Geneva, Switzer- 
land, Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, 
chairman of the _ international 
committee for the building, re- 
ported here. 

When he spoke to the U.S. Con- 
ference for the World Council at 
Buck Hill Falls, Pa., in April, Bishop 
Sherrill said that $300,000 has come 
from the World Council’s member 
churches. Gifts from foundations, 
individuals, and other sources will 
make up the remainder of the 


$2,500,000 goal. 


It is expected that $1,400,000 will 
come from the United States. Of 
this $700,000 is assured, he said. 


Architects’ plans for the new 
building will be presented to the 
90-member Central Committee of 
the Council when it meets on the 
Greek island of Rhodes Aug. 18-29. 
Construction of the building is 
expected to get under way this fall 
with 1961 as the target date for 
completion. 

The $2,500,000 headquarters build- 
ing will be located between Geneva’s 
airport and the United Nations 
building. Existing headquarters 
property consists of a wooden cha- 
let, barracks, and rented houses in 
a residential section of the city. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


MO. BAPTISTS ORGANIZE 


St. Louis, Mo.—Representatives of 
17 congregations in Missouri with 
more than 17,000 members voted 
here to form the Missouri Conven- 
tion of American Baptists. 

They also adopted a resolution re- 
questing status as an affiliated body 
with the American Baptist Conven- 
tion. 

Four of the churches are affiliated 
only with the ABC, while 14 have 
alignment with the Southern Baptist 
Convention as well. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


New YorRK—An all-time record 
was set by the American Bible So- 
ciety in 1958 with the distribution 
of 16,629,486 Scriptures in 201 lan- 
guages throughout the world, it was 
announced at the agency’s 143rd an- 
nual meeting here. 


“ASSEMBLIES” GROW 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo.—Membership in 
the Assemblies of God last year 
reached 505,550 in this country and 
627,600 in 69 overseas nations, the 
denomination’s world headquarters 
reported here. The 505,550 total is 
an increase of more than 35,000 
over the 1957 membership. 

In the U.S. the Assemblies are rep- 
resented in every state with more 
than 8,000 local Pentecostal churches 
served by some 14,000 licensed and 
ordained clergy. 


TV EXEC DIES 


NEw York, N. Y.—Albert Crews, 
51, an executive of the Broadcasting 
and Film Commission of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, died sud- 
denly of a heart attack in his home 
in Port Washington, N. Y., May 10. 

For the past two years, Mr. Crews 
was director of program promotion 
and station relations for the BFC. 

Before coming to the National 
Council when it was organized in 
1950, Mr. Crews had spent two and a 
half years in Tokyo supervising the 
rehabilitation of the Japanese Broad- 
casting Corporation for Gen. Mac- 
Arthur’s headquarters. 


MALIK THE PREACHER 


NEw. YorRK—Dr. Charles H. Malik, 
president of the United Nations 
General Assembly, declared here 
that unless the world’s statesmen 
are inspired with the fear of God, 
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“which is the same thing as his 
love,” all people shall be perma- 
nently treated to the spectacle of 
the blind leading the blind. 
Addressing some 900 guests at the 
Twelfth Biennial Conference of the 
Associated Alumnae of the Sacred 
Heart, Dr. Malik said the final re- 
sponsibility for peace rests with all 
“those whose duty it is to mediate 
God to man,” rather than the sole 
concern of statesmen and diplomats. 


CATHOLIC LAY EDUCATORS 


ATLANTIC City, N. J.—Without the 
assistance of lay professors, most 
large Roman Catholic colleges and 
universities in this country would 
either have to close or drastically 
curtail their programs, the National 
Catholic Educational Association was 
told at its 56th annual meeting here. 

Msgr. John Tracy Ellis, church his- 
tory professor at Catholic University 
of America, Washington, D. C., ad- 
dressing delegates from across the 
country, declared that during the 
last 20 years Catholic higher educa- 
tion has become steadily more de- 
pendent on lay instructors. 


RC SCHOOL EMPHASIS 


ATLANTIC City, N. J.—Bishop 
Lawrence J. Shehan of Bridgeport, 
Conn., proposed here that the Roman 
Catholic Church concentrate on es- 
tablishing parochial junior and sen- 
ior high schools, rather than ele- 
mentary schools, where a choice has 
to be made. 


INFORMING MISSIONARIES 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Dr. Clyde W. 
Taylor of Washington, a leader of 
the National Association of Evan- 
gelicals who just returned from a 
round-the-world tour called on 
President Eisenhower here and gave 
him a first-hand report of some of 
his findings. 

Dr. Taylor told the President that 
American missionaries abroad need 
to be better informed concerning 
communism in order to combat it 
more effectively, 


BIBLE COINS 


MIAMI, FLA.—A 68-year-old Miami 
numismatist claims to have all 60 
of the coins mentioned in the Bible. 

A Lutheran Sunday school teacher, 
Mr. Weikert said he has pieces from 
as early as 700 B.c., when the first 
coin was struck. The collection is 
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especially helpful in teaching church 
history, he stressed. Mr. Weikert 
also gives lectures on numismatism 
to church, civic and fraternal 
groups. 


HONOR TO OXNAM 


New YorK—Methodist Bishop G. 
Bromley Oxnam of Washington, 
D. C., received the Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt Memorial Medal here for 
“distinguished service in the field 
of human relations and _ interna- 
tional good will.” 

He is the only clergyman to get 
the award since it was first pre- 
sented by the Interdenominational 
Ministers of Greater New York in 
1946. The group represents 35 Prot- 
estant Negro churches in the metro- 
politan area. 


ABBEY PULPIT GUEST 


NEw YorK—Westminster Abbey, 
England’s world-famed national 
sanctuary, will have a visiting 
American preacher as part of the 
annual clergy interchange program 
between U.S. and British churches 
for the first time this summer. 

He is Charles R. Stires, rector of 
Trinity Episcopal Church, Syracuse, 
N.Y. 


Alaska, Hawaii Bibles 


New YorK—“State House Bibles” 
were presented to Alaska and 
Hawaii by James Z. Nettinga, an ex- 
ecutive secretary of the American 
Bible Society, at its 143rd annual 
meeting in New York. 

Shown accepting the Bibles on be- 
half of their governors are Dr. J. 
Earl Jackman (left), secretary for 
Alaska, United Presbyterian Board of 
National Missions, and Kei Yamato, 
president, Orchids of Hawaii, Inc. 
The presentation also included Scrip- 
tures in the principal languages 
spoken in those states. 
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A reader writes asking this 
question, ‘How can one have the 
right amount of humility and 
still have self-confidence?” It 
would seem, from the way the 
question is worded, that it 
implies that if one possesses 
humility, he loses self-confidence, 
or vice versa. 

We do not believe this is neces- 
sarily true. The two often go 
together. Pasteur knew that he 
knew more about contagious dis- 
eases than any man of his day 
but he was humble about it. It 
gave him an added sense of re- 
sponsibility. Fritz Kreisler 
knew he was a great musician. 
He was confident of his ability 
but he was also humble about it. 
He said it was a talent God had 
given him to be used for the 
benefit of all. 

The great surgeon, artist, 
scholar, executive knows he has 
skill and ability. He is confident 
but also humble. His very con- 
fidence make him humble. He 
doesn’t have to boast or parade 
his achievements. 

The Bible makes a strong em- 
phasis on the need of both vir- 
tues. In the Old Testament the 
prophets constantly emphasized 
the need for humility. ‘What 
doth the Lord require of thee,” 
Micah asked, “but to do justly, 
to love mercy, and to walk hum- 
bly with thy God.’ 

Isaiah makes it even stronger. 
“For thus saith the high and 
lofty one that inhabiteth eternity 
.. . IT dwell in a high and holy 
place, with him also that is of a 
contrite and humble spirit.’’* 
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Humility and Self-confidence 


Jesus said it was a mark of 
true greatness. Once when the 
disciples were quarreling over 
which was the greatest (they too 
were subject to the same human 
dynamics), He said, unless a 
person humbled himself “as a 
little child,” he would not enter 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Again 
and again He said, ‘Everyone 
that exalteth himself shall be 
humbled ... he ... humbleth 
himself shall be exalted.’ 

While the Bible speaks of the 
need for humility it also stresses 
the need for self-confidence. In 
the Old Testament we read, “Be 
strong and of good courage, fear 
not, nor be afraid ... for the 
Lord thy God, he it is that doth 
go with thee; he will not fail 
thee.’’ 

In the New Testament we read, 
“Hence we can confidently say, 
the Lord is my helper, I will not 
be afraid. . . .”* Dozens of such 
passages could be added. 

In fact, one leads to the other. 
The confidence of which it speaks 
is the confidence that grows out 
of faith and such faith is only 
available to the humble. Nothing 
separates a man from God more 
quickly than pride or self-satis- 
faction. To quote Scripture 
again, “Be clothed with humility, 
for God resisteth the proud, and 
giveth grace to the humble.” 

Such humility does not come 
by direct attack. We cannot roll 
up our sleeves and say, “Go to 
now—I’m going to be humble.” 

Humility comes as a by-pro- 
duct of the attempt to live in the 
presence of high ideals. Phillips 
Brooks said it a generation ago 


when he said, “The true way to 
be humble is not to stoop until 
you are smaller than yourself, 
but to stand at your real height 
against some higher nature that 
will show you what the real 
smallness of your greatness is.” 

Humility is a by-product of an 
attempt to serve. Anyone who 
makes an honest attempt to 
serve, whether it’s cleaning up a 
community or helping one child, 
will become aware of his own 
limitations and his own inade- 
quacy and will be humbled. 

Humility is a by-product of 
our sense of dependence upon 
others. When we stop to realize 
how much we are indebted to 
family, friends, history, we re- 
alize how little we can do to 
repay. The only adequate re- 
sponse is to be humble. 

Ultimately humility is a by- 
product of our sense of depend- 
ence on God. Man by himself, 
with all his wisdom and ingen- 
uity, couldn’t make a flower 
grow. We are utterly dependent 
on God for all that is good and 
beautiful and pure. But the God 
in whom we are dependent is a 
God of unlimited power and un- 
limited love. This is the essence 
of the Christian faith. When 
one grasps this concept it makes 
him both humble and self-con- 
fident. 


Scripture passages quoted: 
1 Micah 6:8 
2 Isaiah 57:15 


8 Matthew 23:12; Luke 14:11; 
Luke 18:14 


4 Deuteronomy 31:6 
5 Hebrews 13:6 
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June 21, 1959 
Scripture: 2 Chronicles 9:4-11. 


EHOSHAPHAT was king of 
J Judah in the days after the 
division of the kingdom of 
David’s time. We can well im- 
agine that there was constant 
trouble between the northern and 
southern kingdoms from the time 
of their first rulers, Rehoboam 
and Jeroboam. No people can 
quarrel quite so well as those 
who were once united, it seems. 

Our lesson today shows con- 
siderable progress in the matter 
of human relations in the time 
of Jehoshaphat. We know from 
another source (1 Kings 14) that 
he had made his peace with the 
ruler of Israel. No doubt there 
were those who hoped that this 
new-found relationship might 
point the way toward an ultimate 
reuniting of the kingdom and a 
return of the glory of the days 
of Saul, Solomon and David. 

Keeping in mind that the 
theme of our lesson is “Serve by 
Sharing,” let us look at some of 
the activities of this king to see 
how he went about his work. 
First, we note that he “went out 
again among the people.” (2 
Chronicles 19:4.) From one side 
of the kingdom to the other he 
“brought them back to the Lorp.”’ 
There was always an intimacy 
between ruler and people in He- 
brew times, especially when 
things were at their best. 

When we think back of Abra- 
ham, Jacob or Moses, we always 
are reminded of the personal re- 
lationship between the leader and 
his people. Could it be that the 
enthusiasm of David and Solo- 
mon for the building program 
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and external signs of glory de- 
stroyed some of the intimacy and 
helped to lead to the break-up of 
the united kingdom? 

Second, we note a new system 
of justice, arranged by Jehosha- 
phat. He appointed judges in the 
fortified cities to administer jus- 
tice. He was wise enough to 
know that there was neither time 
nor opportunity for the people to 
bring all their cases before him. 
These judges had authority to 
act in the name of the king and 
there was general satisfaction 
with the new system. (You will 
want to read 1 Kings 22 and 
other passages dealing with this 
same era in order to get the com- 
plete historical picture.) 

Third, although the judges had 
power to act and acted in the 
name of the king, Jehoshaphat 
reminded them that “you judge 
not for man but for the Lorp.” 
(Verse 6.) This, of course, is the 
essence of the whole story. Je- 
hoshaphat reminded them that 
the three things that man is 
often prone to—perversion of 
justice, partiality and bribe-tak- 
ing—simply are not a part of 
God’s character. (Verse 7.) 

So, the sharing is not alone 
between king and judge; it is be- 
tween the people and God. Un- 
less these judges whom Jehosha- 
phat appointed did take upon 
themselves the responsibility to 
avoid these three common sins, 
then there certainly would be no 
progress along lines pleasing to 
God. 

Fourth, Jehoshaphat went 
further and set up a system in 
Jerusalem “to decide disputed 
cases.” (Verse 8.) Here, too, 
was the charge to act in the fear 
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Serve by | SI 


Speak ..” 
by the Editor 


of the Lord “and with your 
whole heart.’ (Verse 9.) 

This sounds something like a 
Supreme Court. There was a 
chief priest, Amariah (Verse 11), 
and also a kind of prime minis- 
ter, Ishmael. Certain Levites 
were also given responsibility as 
officers. Among all these, re- 
sponsibility was shared in the 
expectation that the will of God 
for the people would be done bet- 
ter in this way. 

These were not people easy to 
govern. It is true that they had 
been in a somewhat settled state 
for some generations. Yet, when 
difficulties arose, they often 
sounded more like the wanderers 
in the peninsula of Sinai, com- 
plaining to Moses, than they 
saunded like people who had 
lived under kingly and priestly 
rule. 

It is to the credit of Jehosha- 
phat that he recognized the need 
to share responsibility with other 
people for the greatest effective- 
ness. Also, we note his wisdom 
in combining what we might call 
secular and religious authorities 
into one common _ government. 
Due to our inability to have very 
much agreement on ways in 
which religious teaching can be 
translated to public service in 
our time, we have a separation 
of the two functions. 

In those days, there was no 
other thought except that they 
were God’s people and that his 
concern with their so-called secu- 
lar life was quite as deep as the 
interest in their religion and wor- 
ship. 

When we read further in the 
history of the Hebrew people in 
2 Chronicles and the Book of 
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Sharing, 


Kings, we discover that Jehosha- 
phat’s hopes were not fully real- 
ized. However, whenever his 
system was followed, there was 
understanding and peace. 


If life was too complicated for 
one person to make all the de- 
cisions in the days of Jehosha- 
phat, how much more true that 
situation is today. 


The Scripture 


2 Chronicles 19:4-11 


4 Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem; 
and he went out again among the 
the people, from Beersheba to the 
hill country of Ephraim, and brought 
them back to the LORD, the God of 
their fathers. 5 He appointed pataee 
in the land in all the fortified ci 
of Judah, city by city, 6 and said 
to the judges, “Consider what you 
do, for you judge not for man but 
for the LORD; he is with you in 
giving judgment. 7 Now then, let 
the fear of the LORD be upon you; 
take heed what you do, for there 
is no perversion of justice with the 
LORD our God, or partiality, or tak- 
ing bribes.” 


8 Moreover in Jerusalem Jehosh- 
aphat appointed certain Levites and 
priests and heads of families of 
Israel, to give judgment for the 
LORD and to decide disputed cases. 

had their seat at Jerusalem. 
9 And he charged them: “Thus you 
shall do in the fear of the LORD, 
in faithfulness, and with your whole 
heart: 10 whenever a case comes to 
you from your brethren who live 
in their cities, concerning bloodshed, 
law or commandment, statutes or 
ordinances, then you shall instruct 
them, that they may not incur guilt 
before the LORD and wrath 
not come upon you and your breth- 
ren. Thus you shall do, and 
will not incur guilt. 11 And 
Amariah the chief priest is over 
in all matters of the LORD; 
Zebadiah the son of Ishmael, 
governor by the house of Judah, 
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all the king’s matters; and the Le- 
vites will serve you as officers. Deal 
courageously, and may the LORD be 


with the upright!” 
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T IS one thing to be appointed 
by a king to teach religion 
and/or citizenship. It is quite 
another to be called to voluntary 
service of this kind in our day. 

It is of supreme importance 
that children receive good reli- 
gious training; hence it is most 
important that the best teachers 
be enlisted for this great task. 
It is no light responsibility to be 
in charge of teaching the facts 
and meaning of the Christian 
faith to children and young peo- 
ple especially. A high committal 
is required of those who teach. 
They have a deep responsibility 
to those who are committed to 
their charge. 

The church does well to give 
earnest heed to its teaching func- 
tion because of the divine consti- 
tution of the human soul. A 
teacher must first be a Christian 
in his life and work. Then he 
must be a learner and a student 
of the Word, and a lover of peo- 
ple. 

Besides, the teacher must be 
able to communicate not only the 
knowledge of the Christian faith, 
but its character. In good Chris- 
tian teaching there is the free 
interplay of mind with mind and 
heart with heart. To both 
teacher and taught it is a grand 
experience when the soul of both 
teacher and pupil come alive to 
Christ. In this sense the teacher 
is a true evangelist. The life of 
a good Christian teacher is al- 
ways rewarding to all concerned. 
Blessed be the congregation that 
has enough good teachers to go 
around to all classes! 

Besides teaching there are 
manifold other tasks in the total 
life of the church. Not all are 
apt to teach, but everyone has 


Meaning for Today 


by W. Marion Rowlen 


some sort of a talent with which 
he may serve the work of the 
Kingdom. The worth and per- 
haps the happiness of a Christian 
person is in large measure de- 
pendent upon how constantly, 
how devotedly and how well he 
uses his talent for the church. 

The functional plan of church 
organization has proved satisfac- 
tory and effective in many places. 
The idea is not to build an or- 
ganization so much as it is to 
get the work of the Kingdom 
accomplished. This plan is de- 
signed to enlist the various tal- 
ents, skills and abilities of all 
kinds of Christian people in the 
total program of the church. 
The motivation of some such 
plan for the work of the church 
is most important. Christian 
work must be done in the Chris- 
tian spirit. 

When people come freely to 
offer themselves in Christian 
work according to their talents 
and skills, it makes for a finer 
vitality in the church and com- 
munity. Christ is honored when 
good Christian people lend them- 
selves to His cause in any ca- 
pacity. 

Jehoshaphat was known as a 
wise and capable king, and we 
take it that he was a good organ- 
izer and administrator in Judah. 
The church needs good ministers 
and administrators because of 
the manifold nature of the 
church and the great spread of 
its activities and interests. No 
man can be an expert in all lines 
of Christian work, and we are 
not called upon for this. What 
we are called upon to do is to 
share willingly in the tasks of 
the Church, for the glory of God 
and the salvation of men. 
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When You Disapprove of John’s Girl 


You do not like the girl your 
son wishes to marry and would 
like to know what to do about 
it? It would be easy to write: 
“His life, his wife, stay out!” 
The problem is not that simple, 
is it? 

Young men and women are 
impulsive. They often are com- 
pletely carried away with the 
feelings of love. Any differences 
of family, religion or education 
seem inconsequential to them. 
“We will work it out,” they say. 
And they honestly do think that 
they will be able to cope with 
all of the problems ahead. Some 
time after their marriage they 
discover that such problems are 
more complex or more serious 
than they had supposed and 
their marriage is sorely tested 
by the drastic adjustments re- 
quired. 

Parents can foresee some of 
these difficulties. They them- 
selves may have failed to “work 
things out before hand.” Also 
they have seen others marry and 
live unhappily ever after. Be- 
cause of parents’ love for their 
sons and daughters, naturally 
they wish to shield them from 
unhappy choices of life partners. 
However, their concern at this 
point may trick them into at- 
tempts to dominate or to meddle 
that will have undesirable effects 
for years. 

Surely parents of a young man 
old enough to think about mar- 
riage, have had opportunity to 
learn firsthand that gratuitous 
advice is seldom heeded and 
little appreciated. 





Richard E. Lentz is national di- 
rector of family life for the United 
Christian Missionary Society, In- 
dianapolis, Indiana. 
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by Richard E. Lentz 


Whatever their feelings or 
opinions about their sons’ fian- 
cees, parents are wise to wait 
until their counsel is sought be- 
fore attempting to discourage 
marriage. Everyone—including 
one’s own children—is entitled 
to a private life of his own into 
which others will enter only upon 
invitation. 

Professional counselors know 
this and it is one of the guiding 
principles of their service not to 
force entry into another’s life. 
We parents occasionally justify 
interference by prefacing our 
comments with: “You may not 
care what I think,” or, ‘You 
won’t like what I am going to 
say.” Dr. Smiley Blanton points 
out that teachers, friends and 
parents sometimes have to watch 
the inevitable tragedies develop 
because those concerned have 
not sought their help. 


We cannot be helpful until 
help is sought. We frequently 
can make it easier for someone 
to ask our help by being avail- 
able, sympathetic and sincere. 

There is a tendency for us 
parents to be prejudiced in favor 
of own children. Few of us see 
them as they really are. Often, 
then, a parent may feel that 
some prospective marriage is 
undesirable because the “in- 
tended” is not worthy of his son 
or daughter. 


In some instances young 
people do “choose down” when 
selecting marriage partners. 
This may be due to poor judg- 
ment, but sometimes it reveals a 
discouraged young person and 
sometimes one who has an 
extremely sensitive social con- 
science. Usually, however, those 
judged unworthy by parents are 
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really not inferior, only different. 

Today, when families move 
their residence across a continent 
or over to a different country, 
young people are certain to fall 
in love with those quite different 
from themselves. While this may 
alarm their parents, it actually 
may result in fresh new patterns 
of marriage and family, some of 
which will probably be improve- 
ments upon present stereotypes. 

We parents need to make cer- 
tain that our disapproval of 
John’s girl is not “stuffy pro- 
vincialism.” ( 

When our young people begin 
to date, we parents have growing 
pains. We have to enlarge our 
trust and to extend our accept- 
ance of other people. If children 
feel that their parents disapprove 
of their playmates they will 
adopt their parents’ prejudices 
or meet their friends away from 
home. It would seem desirable 
to rear our children to know that 
any friend of theirs is thereby a 
friend of ours. 

At the marrying level, we 
parents will be happier if we 
look for the “lovable in Mary” 
that won our John’s love for her. 
He loves her. We will be inti- 
mately associated with her for 
the rest of our life. If we hope 
to have good relationships across 
the years with our son and his 
family, now is the time to estab- 
lish them. Good relationships 
are hardly ever fostered by a 
critical or judgmental approach. 

Maybe we need to discover why 
we feel negative toward John’s 
girl. Poor girl, she will have to 
live with the faults we allowed 
to develop in her husband while 
he was a boy in our home! 
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TCU Names Sadler Chancellor, Lindley President 


Fort WortH—Dr. M. E. Sadler, president of Texas Christian 
University since 1941, has been named to a newly created post of 


chancellor. 

Board Chairman Lorin A. Bos- 
well of Fort Worth emphasized 
that the development does not 
represent any change in policy 
or administrative control. 

Dr. Sadler will remain as chief 
executive officer and will devote 
his major attention to certain 
specific functions in the develop- 
ing life of the university. 


Dr. D. Ray Lindley, vice-presi- 
dent since 1953, was named presi- 
dent of the 86-year-old institu- 
tion and will continue to handle 
administrative details of the 
school’s operation. 


The new appointments are ef- 
fective Sept. 1, 1959. 


“This development implements 
several months of planning,” 
Boswell pointed out. “For some 
time, it has been desirable that 
Dr. Sadler be able to confine his 
activities to certain major phases 
of the university’s work. Under 
our previous organizational set- 
up, this has been impossible.” 


As chancellor and chief adminis- 
trative officer, Dr. Sadler will work 
with the trustees in determining the 
general plans and policies of TCU; 
he will work with the staff in help- 
ing select the key personnel for 
various phases of the university’s 
life; he will speak in carefully 
chosen places; will represent TCU 
in three or four of the major edu- 
cational organizations; and _ will 
visit with foundations, organizations 
and individuals interested in helping 
the university substantially. 


Sadler Was Sixth 


Dr. Sadler, now 62, became TCU’s 
sixth president in September 1941. 
During his 18 years, the university 
has had by far its greatest period 
of growth. 

Over-all enrollment for a school 
year has jumped from 1,834 in 1941- 
1942 to the all-time record of 8,589 
this year. 


Dr. Lindley 54, has been closely 
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President McGruder Ellis Sadler of 


Texas Christian University. He be- 
comes chancellor Sept. 1. 


associated with the university since 
1929 when he received the Bachelor 
of divinity degree from TCU’s Brite 
College of the Bible. 


Ph.D. from Yale 


A native of Lufkin, Texas, he at- 
tended Johnson Bible College in 
Tennessee and took his B.A. degree 
from Phillips University in Okla- 
homa in 1926. Later at Yale Uni- 
versity, he took a second B.D. degree 
(magna cum laude), an M.A. degree 
and his Ph.D. in 1943. He was 
awarded the honorary L.L.D. degree 
by Atlantic Christian College in 1957. 


Dr. Lindley served as minister of 
Christian churches in Weatherford, 
Big Spring, New Orleans and San 
Antonio. 

At TCU, he became associate pro- 
fessor of religion in 1942, was made 
full professor in 1944 and dean of 
Brite College of the Bible in 1947. 
From 1950 to 1953, he was president 
of Atlantic Christian College, Wilson, 
N. C.—T7TCU News Service. 
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@ Convention Group 
Will Meet July 1 


Nominating Committee 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—The nomina- 
ting committee of the International 
Convention which will select officers 
and board members to be elected 
at the Denver Assembly of the In- 
ternational Convention will meet in 
Indianapolis July 1. 

The committee, elected at the St. 
Louis Assembly last year, will select 
nominees for president, three vice- 
presidents, treasurer, recording sec- 
retary, parliamentarian and _ five 
members of the convention’s board 
of directors. 

The committee will also select 
names for three members for the 
Committee on Budgets and Promo- 
tional Relationships as well as three 
to serve on the committee on the 
Week of Compassion. 


Members of the Nominating Com- 
mittee, which will elect its own 
chairman, include: David W. Nutting, 
Lebanon, Ore.; Paull Dixon, Tampa, 
Fla.; S. C. Meisburg, Jackson, Miss; 
George W. Bishop, Philadelphia, Pa; 
Emmett G. Haas, North Platte, Neb.; 
Marion A. McQuary, Billings, Mont.; 
Waymon C. Parsons, Cleveland, Ohio; 
Guy Elliott, Kinston, N. C.; James 
W. Hubman, Whittier, Calif.; Miss 
Lois Mothershed, Little Rock, Ark.; 
Mrs. Beulah Pumroy, Fairfield, Iowa; 
Mrs. C. M. Handley, Lake Charles, 
La.; Mrs. James Boaz, Drayton 
Plains, Mich.; Cecil Fletcher, Hali- 
fax, Nova Scotia; Loyal Northcott, 
Tyler, Texas. 


Aurora Church Is 
Partially Destroyed 


Denver Area Fire 


Aurora, CoLo.—First Christian 
Church, located in suburban Denver, 
has been partially destroyed by fire. 

Estimates of loss vary from 
$30,000 to $135,000. Insurance will 
not cover more than half the loss, 
it is reported. 


Sunday morning worship is being 
held in the Fox-Aurora_ theater 
through the courtesy of manager 
Jack Flemming. 

A $150,000 Sunday school expan- 
sion program is being held up pend- 
ing the decision of the insurance 
company. 

Dr. Alvin E. Houser, minister of 
the Aurora Church, has had the 
assistance of the Radio Station 
KOSI in appealing to the 850,000 
people in the area to give aid to the 
stricken church. 
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Could Not Get Visas 
For India Mission Work 


Mosses to Philippines 


Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Moss have 
been assigned to work with the 
Tagalog Disciples of Christ churches 
in the Philippines. They expect to 
reach Manila about July 15. 

Previously Mr. and Mrs. Moss had 
expected to take an _ evangelistic 
and educational assignment in In- 
dia, but the World Mission division 
of the United Christian Missionary 
Society decided upon the shift upon 
learning that a visa for the Mosses’ 
entry to India could not be ob- 
tained. 

While awaiting word on their visa 
applications, Mr. and Mrs. Moss and 
their two small sons served two in- 
terim periods of six months each in 
Mexico. They were at the Morelos 
social center at Aguascalientes dur- 
ing their first stay. They worked 
with the young people at the Dis- 
ciple churches in San Luis Potosi on 
the second stay. 

Mr. Moss received the B.A. and 
B.D. degrees at Phillips University, 
Enid, Oklahoma, having spent his 
youth in Kansas and Missouri. Mrs. 
Moss (Mary Jo) also is a Phillips 
graduate. She is a daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. George Oliver Taylor of 
Indianapolis. 


@ Oklahoma State Secretary 
Steps Down Jan. 1, 1960 


Dr. Covey Retiring 


Carl V. Covey, executive secretary 
of the Oklahoma Christian Mission- 
ary Society has resigned, effective 
Jan. 1, 1960. 

At the State Convention of Chris- 
tian Churches of Oklahoma in Ponca 
City, April 26-29, a resolution of ap- 
preciation for Covey’s labors in 
Oklahoma was approved. unani- 
mously by a standing vote. 

The resolution described his un- 
selfish labors and his devotion to 
duty. The action resolved that: 
“We commend Dr. Covey on the 
efficient and understanding way in 
which he has administered the state 
program of the Christian Church 
through the years; and that we ex- 
press our love and concern for both 
Dr. Covey and Mrs. Covey in their 
future work in the Kingdom.” 

Dr. Covey has been executive sec- 
retary of the Oklahoma Society for 
16 years. Under his leadership the 
Oklahoma work has advanced to the 
point that that state is one of the 
leading Christian Church areas in 
evangelism, stewardship, new church 
development and other phases of 
of program. 

The state secretary has beld three 
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pastorates in Oklahoma—at Elk 
City, Shawnee and Duncan. On 
Christian Churches’ national level he 
has been a leader in the Home and 
State Missions Planning Council as 
well as in the Council of Agencies. 


It has been announced that his 
successor will be Eulis H. Hill, pas- 
tor of First Church, Omaha, Neb. Dr. 
Hill will begin his work in Okla- 
homa Sept. 1, 1959, four months be- 
fore Dr. Covey’s retirement. 


New Congregation 
Begins First Unit 


San Antonio Building 


San ANTONIO—Ground-breaking 
ceremonies in March began the ac- 
tual transformation of a _ historic 
San Antonio landmark into the 
site of a new Christian church. 

For many years the hilltop loca- 
tion overlooking San Antonio has 
been the home of the well-known 
Southwestern Maverick family. 

Two years ago the old homestead 
consisting of 4% acres was sold to 
the joint boards of Christian 
Churches of Bexar County to be used 
as the site for Western Hills Chris- 
tian Church. 

The ground-breaking ceremonies 
signaled the beginning of construc- 
tion of the first two units of this 
church. The two units consist of a 
temporary sanctuary and office 
space in one unit and eight class- 
rooms in the other unit. 

Each unit is approximately 100 
feet by 37 feet. There are no in- 
side halls in the plan and all class- 
rooms open directly onto the patio. 

The master plan calls for a perma- 
nent sanctuary, a fellowship hall and 
recreation center, outdoor theater, 
small chapel, an _ administration 
building and even a swimming area. 

The first two units, slated for 
August completion, will cost about 
$100,000. 

Among special guests at the cere- 
mony were the architect; the gen- 
eral contractor; Mrs. Maury Maver- 
ick from whose family the site was 
purchased; Mr. Walter Lagerquist, 
Jr., chairman of the joint board of 
Christian Churches; and C. Don 
Baugh, executive secretary of the 
San Antonio Council of Churches. 

The two-year-old congregation is 
meeting in an elementary school. 
Western Hills Christian Church has 
150 members. The minister is Rob- 
ert E. Peterson. 


Unique Preaching Week 


Darrell K. Wolfe, director of the 
Bethany Press, book publishing arm 
of the Christian Board of Publica- 
tion, conducted a series of meetings 
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for First Church, Lafayette, 
March 8-12. 

Assisting him in the effort was 
Mrs. Wolfe. The series included ad- 
dresses and special meetings calling 
attention to Christian journalism, 
book publishing and the problem of 
salacious literature. 


Ind., 


New Convention Interest 
Reported at Shreveport 


La. Delegate Assembly 


SHREVEPORT, La—The Christian 
Churches of Louisiana took another 
significant step forward as they held 
their first delegate state convention 
at the Kings Highway Christian 
Church in Shreveport, April 17-19. 

The number of churches repre- 
sented by official delegates was the 
largest in the history of the state 
work. 

Principal speakers at the conven- 
tion sessions were: Dr. Spencer Aus- 
tin, Unified Promotion; Mrs. Ralph 
T. Palmer, former United Society 
missionary to Japan; and Dr. Noel 
Keith of the department of religion 
of TCU. 

Speaker for the ministers’ break- 
fast and the CMF luncheon was Dr. 
Sloan Gentry of First Christian 
Church, Longview, Texas. Pulpit 


guest of the Convention host church 
for Sunday worship was John Quick. 

Average attendance for conven- 
tion sessions was 250.—VERL UNDER- 
woop, Baton Rouge, La. 





MRS. EDITH GREEN, U. S. Repre- 
sentative from Oregon, cuts a ribbon 
to open the new education wing of 
the Michigan Park Christian Church 
in Washington, D. C. Mrs. Green 
gave the dedicatory address at dedi- 
cation services on April 19. Looking 
on are Dr. Frederick E. Reissig, 
executive secretary of the Capital 
Area Council of Churches (left); 
Mrs. Wentworth Wilder, Jr., presi- 
dent of the Michigan Park Christian 
Women’s Fellowship; and Arthur A. 
Azlein, minister of the church. 
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At Christian Theological 
Seminary, Indianapolis 


Many Summer Plans 


INDIANAPOLIS—A traveling semi- 
nar to “Landmarks of Disciples’ 
History” under the co-sponsorship 
of Christian Theological Seminary 
and the Disciples of Christ Histor- 
ical Society (June 30-July 17) is 
just one of several special summer 
plans at Christian Theological Sem- 
inary here. 


A Another unique institute offered 
in the summer program is the In- 
stitute of Near Eastern Faith and 
Culture, June 30—July 17, directed 
by Dr. T. W. Nakarai, head of the 
department of semitics. Held in co- 
operation with the Hebrew Culture 
Foundation the Institute features 
an outstanding faculty: Dr. Samuel 
M. Blumenfield, Secretary of the 
Hebrew Culture Foundation; Dr. 
Samuel J. B. Wolk, Rabbi, East End 
Temple, New York; Dr. Moshe Zelt- 
zer, University of Wisconsin and 
Editor of Yalque Hamizrah Hatik- 
hon; and Mr. Aaron Intrater, direc- 
tor of the Jewish Educational 
Association of Indianapolis and edi- 
tor of the Torah Orah. 

Three courses are offered and one 
graduate credit given for each. The 
Institute is primarily for graduate 
students, religious leaders, profes- 
sors of colleges, universities and 
seminaries, and others interested in 
Judeo-Christian culture. 


A The Television Drama workshop 
will be held June 8-12, under direc- 
tion of Dr. Alfred R. Edyvean, and 
will feature Dr. Edward Stasheff, 
of the University of Michigan, and 
Jerry Vance, producer-director, 
WFBM-TV, Indianapolis. This 
Workshop is of an advanced nature 
and is designed for former workshop 
members or persons with some ex- 
perience in drama or television. One 
hour credit will be given. 


A The Radio-Television Workshop 
which is co-sponsored by the Na- 
tional Council of Churches and 
WFBM-TV, Indianapolis, will be 
June 15-26. Dr. Edyvean will be the 
director. Assisting will be Dr. 
Charles Schmitz and Dr. Edward 
Stasheff. This is designed for pas- 
tors of churches, educators, execu- 
tives, members of radio and tele- 
vision committees, and persons inter- 
ested in public service broadcasting. 


AThe Church in a Multi-racial 
Society, June 9-26, will be directed 
by Dr. Walter W. Sikes. Also on the 
faculty will be: Dr. John Kane, Dr. 
W. Astor Kirk, Dr. Bryant George, 
and Mr. Lewis Deer. The course is 
designed primarily for ministers in 
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communities that are faced with 
problems arising from more than 
one race. It offers 3 hours’ credit. 


A The Disciple Directors Institute 
will be held June 30—July 17, di- 
rected by Dr. James B. Miller, as- 
sisted by Dr. George O. Taylor and 
Miss Mabel Metze. This Institute 
provides a brief experience of grad- 
uate study for people who are on 
the staff of churches as Christian 
education directors. Three hours’ 
credit will be given. 


A The National Training School for 
Town and Country Church Leaders 
will be offered June 30—July 17 
under the direction of Dr. Franklin 
E. Rector. Others on the faculty 
are Dr. Dale Medearis, and Dr. 
Sheldon Lowry. Three courses are 
offered, one credit each. 


AThe annual Urban Church In- 
stitute will be July 21—August 7, 
also directed by Dr. Rector. He will 
be assisted by Dr. Frederick A. 
Shippey, Drew Theological Semi- 
nary. This will be primarily for 
state and city secretaries of churches 
and will deal with metropolitan 
area problems. Three one-hour 
credit courses are offered. 


To C-S Faculty 


CANTON, Mo.—Among additions to 
the faculty for the fall semester at 
Culver-Stockton College is Dwight 
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C. Stewart, who has been named 
assistant professor of religion and 
philosophy. 

Dwight C. Stewart, the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Paul Stewart of Ursa, IIL, 
received his B.A. degree from Cul- 
ver-Stockton in 1952. In 1955 he 
received the bachelor of divinity 
degree from The Divinity School of 
Drake University, Des Moines, Ia. 


TCU Evaluation 


Fort WortH—After several weeks 
of planning and organization, Texas 
Christian University has launched 
an intensive two-year self-evalua- 
tion program that will continue 
through 1960. 


Almost every phase and function 
of the 86-year-old university’s op- 
eration, from academic program to 
inter-collegiate athletics, will be 
studied. 


The objectives are to increase 
the excellence and efficiency of all 
divisions and to acquaint faculty 
and staff members with the over-all 
objectives and operation of the uni- 
versity. 

The study is the result of three 
factors “coming together.” 

One is the preparation for the 
doctor of philosophy degree work 
which was authorized by the Trus- 
tees this spring. First students will 
be enrolled in the fall of 1960. 


First Unit Coming Up in Dallas 


This is the master plan for the 
new Highlands Christian Church, 


Dallas. Ground-breaking ceremonies 
on April 26 marked the beginning 
of construction on the wing at 
right, the sanctuary and fellowship 
hall. 

Highlands Church is a new con- 
gregation sponsored by the Joint 





Board of Christian Churches of 
Dallas County. The first service 
was held April 26 in the Lake High- 
lands School, when 64 persons re- 
sponded to the first invitation to 
become charter members. 

The pastor is Tom Peake, Jr., who 
recently served First Church, Sand 
Springs, Okla. 
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by Robert L. Howell 


District Planning ) 
/ the Big Void 


The Total Program of Local Churches Is Strengthened 
by District Level Program and Wide Participation 


Strong district planning is a neces- 
sity if congregations are to gain a 
sense of the scope and power of our 
brotherhood at work. 

Too many congregations exist for 
themselves, never looking beyond 
their immediate needs or taking the 
opportunity to understand and ap- 
preciate what other congregations 
in the area are doing. 

Effective district planning, with 
emphasis on a strong district con- 
vention, will help correct this falla- 
cious attitude. 

I have seen what the district con- 
vention can do for local congrega- 
tions and I firmly believe that min- 
isters and laymen alike, by working 
together, can strengthen our witness 
on the district level. 


Significant district planning can 
no longer be an elective in the lives 
of our people; it must become a vital 
requirement. 


Outside of ministers, national 
workers and leaders, only a handful 
of laymen from any district or area 
attend state, international, and 
world conventions; and only those 
near a state convention come out in 
full force. Few of the leaders 
regularly attend a convention be- 
yond district level. This fact makes 
necessary a strong district conven- 
tion. 

In past years many district con- 
ventions have “fallen flat on their 
face.” Often the host minister was 
in charge of executing the entire 
program with the help of his congre- 
gation; and any host pastor will tell 
you that “entertaining” a district 
convention and seeing that every- 
thing is operating smoothly is a big 
enough job without having to carry 
heavy program responsibilities. 

If the district convention is to be 
significant, it must be planned by 
ministers and representatives and 
lay people of the district. 

I have been in district three in 
Indiana for about seven years. Twice 
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our district conventions came alive 
with interest and meaning as a re- 
sult of planning and preparing. We 
had four planning sessions in prep- 
aration for our district convention 
this year. The first was in January. 
We met at different churches across 
the district to which we invited all 
the ministers, district representa- 
tives (children’s workers; youth 
advisers; Christian Women’s Fellow- 
ship representatives; Christian edu- 
cation workers; and other interested 
personnel) to sit down and plan a 
meaningful district convention. 

The district convention must have 
a strong program. Many programs 
presented at the district level are 
poorly planned and poorly executed. 
In the planning of our district con- 
vention last October at Zionsville, 
we were fortunate because of our 
proximity to Indianapolis and the 
availability of the brotherhood na- 
tional leadership. However, any 
district with careful planning by a 
representative group can schedule 
a significant program. 

In our district we have found that 
having delegate workshops in cer- 
tain areas of functional concern 
challenges some of the best leader- 
ship from each congregation to 
attend sessions of the convention. 
This year we had two delegate 
workshops in neglected areas of our 
corporate life: membership and 
evangelism. 

We asked each congregation in 
our district to enlist four of the 
finest delegates, plus two alternates, 
to attend each of these two work- 
shops and to commission them in 
the local congregation during 
morning worship on the Sunday of 
the district convention. These dele- 
gates came with a sense of purpose 
to learn and to return to their 
churches with ideas to help in 
functional departments. 

In addition to these workshops 
were “Responsible Discipleship 
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Through Reading,” “Organizing the 
Church for Its Task,” “Adult Lead- 
ers of Youth,” and “Hymn Apprecia- 
tion.” The latter, a youth workshop, 
boasted of the highest attendance. 

The evening program was given 
over to a pageant, “The Answers,” 
written by Darius Leander Swann. 
The choral choir, the dramatic 
acting, and the convention choir 
required the participation of many 
youth and adults from congrega- 
tions across the district. A secret 
of a strong district convention is 
significant participation. 

A strong convention requires four 
ingredients: 


1. Aggressive leadership. 
2. A strong program. 


3. Money. It is false economy to 
try to hold a district convention 
which will cost nothing. We de- 
pended on a voluntary offering in 
district three after informing the 
convention assembled of our ex- 
penses. 


4. Participation of many congre- 
gations in many ways. 


The purpose of district planning 
is not merely to have a big annual 
convention—it must be “followed 
up.” Planning brings people of 
different congregations together to 
study, to understand, and to appre- 
ciate working together. It stimu- 
lates district concerns: leadership 
schools, Christian World Friendship 
meets of Chi Rho’s and CYF’ers, 
Christian Women’s and Christian 
Men’s Fellowship meetings. 


The district or area is a national 
point for rallying all the congrega- 
tions in a designated area to the 
work of kingdom building. 


It will only work as ministers 
stimulate the key leadership in their 
congregations to participate in dis- 
trict planning and work with them 
in the achievement of certain 
definite goals. 
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Unique Yale Minister Refresher Courses 


New HAvEN, CONN.—The com- 
mittee in charge of the New 
Haven Disciple House and Cen- 
ter here is announcing the first 
stages of its new program for the 
advanced, continuing education of 
ministers. 

Ministers will be admitted by in- 
vitation only to the program, the 
experimental center of which is be- 
ing set up at New Haven. A screen- 
ing process is required, the com- 
mittee believes. Only those minis- 
ters that have outstanding promise 
can be included, they said. 

The committee expects to avoid 
duplication of educational and cul- 
tural opportunities offered by semi- 
naries and other institutions or by 
conferences and camps, yet would 
help the individual to view himself 
broadly and be encouraged to use 
all facilities that would be helpful 
to him. 

Four phases of the new experi- 
mental program are listed by Dr. 
Parker Rossman of the Yale Divin- 
ity School, who will direct the plan: 


One—The center will conduct and 
encourage research in the general 
area of what sorts of experience 
might be provided for ministers who 
are several years out of theological 
seminary that would enable them 
to do better work. 


Two.—tThe first in a series of re- 
fresher conferences (pilot groups in 
experimental continuing education) 
will be held Jan. 16 to 30 in 1960 
adjacent to the Yale Divinity School, 
New Haven. 


Three.—A similar refresher course 
will be held July 9 to 23, 1960, in 
Great Britain, utilizing British theo- 
logians and professors instead of 
American ones. 

The latter course will be spon- 
sored jointly by Overdale College, 
Manchester, England, and the New 
Haven committee. It also will pre- 
cede the World Convention of the 
Churches of Christ (Disciples) in 
Edinburgh, Scotland. 

Each of the refresher conferences 
is to be a leisurely, reflective con- 
ference rather than a conventional 
summer course. Imaginative, new 
ideas (practical processes as well as 
theoretical) are to be sought. 


Four.—Opportunity will be pro- 
vided for individuals to go to New 
Haven for periods of individual 
study, research and _ refreshment 
and development of a personal pro- 
gram of continuing’ education, tak- 
ing advantage of the accumulated 
experience of others who have pre- 
ceded them in the program. 

Further information and details 
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may be obtained from Dr. Rossman, 
New Haven Disciples House and 
Center, 363 St. Ronan Street, New 
Haven 11, Connecticut. 


@ Honoring Kenneth Brown 


$50,000 to Hiram 


Hiram, Oun10—Former Hiram Col- 
lege President Kenneth I. Brown has 
been honored by a $50,000 grant to 
Hiram College from the Danforth 
Foundation of St. Louis. 

The grant cited Dr. Brown for his 
service since 1950 as Executive Di- 
rector of the Danforth Foundation. 

Grants of $50,000 each were made 
to Hiram College and Denison Uni- 
versity because—in the words of 
Mr. Danforth—“we feel that such 
grants will mean more to him [Dr. 
Brown] than any other recognition 
which might be made for his serv- 
ice to the foundation.” 

Dr. Brown was president of Hiram 
College for the decade of the 1930’s 
and President of Denison University, 
1940-1950. 

“The grant will establish the Ken- 
neth I. Brown Scholarship Fund,” 
said Hiram’s President Sharp. “The 
principal will be invested along with 
the college’s other scholarship funds 
and the income will be used to aid 
outstanding upperclass students in- 
terested in careers in education.” 
Hiram’s scholarship committee will 
make the annual awards according 


Obituaries 
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to the terms of the agreement 
which specifies that $1,000 scholar- 
ships are to go to two young men 
who have demonstrated unusual 
ability and are interested in teach- 
ing in high school or college. 

It was during Dr. Brown’s admin- 
istration that Hiram College weath- 
ered a depression and two disastrous 
fires which destroyed the college’s 
old administration building and part 
of the library. 

Despite these reverses, Hiram Col- 
lege grew and prospered during his 
administration. The Hiram Study 
Plan had its beginning in the mid- 
dle of that decade. 


Where They Are Now 


L. Coleman Games, from Cork Street 
Christian Church, Winchester, Va., to 
| — Church, Radford, Va., 
Apr 


Jack H. C. Clark from Humeston 
Christian Church, Humeston, Iowa, to 
First Christian Church, Bentonville, 
Ark., June 8. 


Ray Wallace, from University Park 
Christian Church, Indianapolis, Ind., 
& _— Hollywood Christian Church, 

alif. 

John F. Cox from Rosebud Church, 
Walnut Grove, to Morehead City 
Church, Morehead, N. C., March 8. 

David Alexander from First Christian 
Church, Jacksonville, N. C., to First 
Christian Church, Wilmington, N. C., 
June 1. 

Charles L. Woodall from The Chris- 
tian Church, Hodgenville, Ky., to Mc- 
Lemore Avenue Christian Church, Mem- 
phis, Tenn., May 25. 

William Hadden from Clarksville, 
Tenn., to Greenville, N. C. 

Kenneth Dean from Lawrenceville, 
Ill., to Palm Lake Church, St. Peters- 
burg, Fla. 


E. M. Wheatley from the Christian 
Church, Gladewater, Texas, to Walnut 
Street Church, Springfield, Mo., May 31. 





Mrs. Joseph T. Watson 


Mrs. Joseph T. (Anna Burner) Wat- 
son, 81, died April 1, 1959. 

he had been an exemplary mother, 
and a devoted wife and loyal co-worker 
to her husband, Joseph T. Watson, a 
Christian minister, for 58 years. Mrs. 
Watson had suffered an extended period 
of illness. For 23 years the Watsons 
served at the Euclid Christian Church, 
Lynchburg, Va, 

Mr. and Mrs. Watson were charter 
members of Memorial Christian Church. 

With her husband she is survived by 
five sons and twodaughters. The 
daughters, well known to Disciples, 
are: Mrs. Warren Hastings, Wash- 
ington, D. C., and Mrs. Joseph M. 
Smith, Indianapolis, Ind. She is also 
survived by 11 grandchildren and eight 
great grandchildren as well asa 
brother, W. L. Burner, a minister at 
Decatur, Ind.; and two sisters. 


Mrs. J. F. Dunlap 


Mrs. J. F. (Charlotta) Dunlay, a life- 
long member of First Church, Temple, 
Tex., died April 3. She witnessed the 
founding of the City of Temple and also 
the founding of rst Church. 


A. F. Larson 


A. F. Larson, faculty member at Wil- 
liam Woods College, Fulton, Mo., and 
a minister of the Christian church died 
Feb. 27 at Fulton. ‘Parson Larson,’’ 


as he was called by the men of First 
Christian Church, Fulton, where he 
served for over years as a church 
school teacher, was rn Jan. 6. 1882, 
at Lewistown, IIl. e was a graduate 
of Eureka College (Ill.) and received 


his graduate degree from the University 
of Missouri. 


Mrs. Elizabeth Elliott 


Mrs. Elizabeth Elliott, deaconess of 
pest Church, Temple, Tex., died April 


Mrs. Nellie Farrand 


Mrs. Nellie Farrand, 80, wife of the 
late a Farrand, died in Des Moines 
on April 7. 

Mrs. Farrand was a charter member 
of the College Avenue Christian Church. 
She had served the church for many 
years as superintendent of the church 
school and vacation Bible school and 
had functioned in many departments of 
the Christian Women’s Fellowship. Her 
primary interest was in the children 
and youth of the church and the com- 
munity. 

She had served the brotherhood of 
the state as treasurer of the Christian 
Women’s Fellowship for seven years. 
She was also a member of the Ramsey 
Memorial Home board when the home 
first came into being. For the first five 
years: of the existence of the home she 
was chairman of the admissions com- 
mittee. 
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@ At Hillyer Church, Raleigh, N. C. 


Dr. Shrader Urges Better Christian Education 


RALEIGH, N. C.—“The church must 
perform the job of Christian educa- 
tion which the home has failed to 
do and the public school is legally 
forbidden to accept,” Dr. W. Lesley 
Shrader, professor at the Divinity 
School of Yale University, declared 
at an educational banquet in Hillyer 
Memorial Christian Church here. 

Speaking on “Christian education 
—Protestantism’s life-line,’’ Dr. 
Shrader reminded his audience that 
the pastor must reclaim his “lost 
role” as teacher. 

“The lost role of the pastor as 
‘teacher’ must be recovered if Prot- 
estantism is to become more than a 
mass movement of culture religion,” 
he asserted. 

“Marginal responsibilities should 
be shifted from the work of the 
pastor so that he can give time both 
to directing and teaching.’ Dr. 
Shrader expressed the view that 
some of the Church’s greatest fail- 
ures are at the point of instruction 
in religion. 


Dr. Shrader was both hailed and 
blasted a few years ago when he 
wrote a controversial article on the 
Sunday schools in “Life” magazine. 

A storm of praise and criticism 
greeted Dr. Shrader’s article, “Our 
Troubled Sunday School,” in Febru- 
ary, 1957, when he described the 
Sunday school time as “The most 
wasted hour of the week.” 


The pastor of Hillyer Memorial 
Church is R. Frederick West. 


Safety Man Honored 


Fifty years ago a tragic fire 
shocked a nation and changed the 
life of a Cleveland minister. The 
tragedy was March 4, 1908, when 
174 persons, mostly schoolchildren, 
perished in Cleveland’s famous Col- 
linwood School fire. 


The man whose life was changed 
was T. Alfred Fleming, among the 
first of the rescuers at the scene. 

That afternoon Fleming helped 
save more than 35 children handed 
out lower windows, but he watched 
helpless as scores perished because 
outer doors were locked or couldn’t 
be opened. 

When the doors were finally torn 
away, children were piled eight feet 
deep in the hallway. Those on top 
were dead from smoke, those be- 
neath who were alive were pressed 
together so tight none could be 
saved. 

Mr. Fleming helped conduct fu- 
neral services for many of the 
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youthful victims. Recovering from 
a nervous collapse which followed 
the fire and its tragic aftermath, 
Fleming determined to do some- 
thing about fire safety. 


Many people will tell you that 
panic locks (doors opened by pres- 
sure) and other modern fire-safety 
devices required in public buildings 
are aresult of the Collinwood School 
fire, but not too many people know 
the name of the man who worked 
for more than 40 years to make 
such things a fact. 


T. Alfred Fleming is credited with 
being the “father” of both Fire Pre- 
vention Week and the idea of an 
annual “Clean Up Week” each 
spring. As Ohio fire marshall dur- 
ing World War I and later as direc- 
tor of conservation of the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters—a po- 
sition he held for 30 years—he suc- 
cessfully promoted wide use of fire 
escapes and protective wire glass 
for windows near fire escapes. 


He championed the development 
of building construction codes for 
schools and other public buildings. 
His theories have now become stand- 
ard practice in public building con- 
struction. 

As a representative of the United 
States Chamber of Commerce and 
of the National Fire Protection As- 
sociation, he toured the United 
States and Canada lecturing on 
building reforms. 

Retiring in 1950, he returned to 
Cleveland. Although still avidly in- 
terested in fire prevention, he has 
given up the lectures, but. still 
preaches a Sunday morning sermon 
occasionally, most recently at West- 
lake Christian Church. 

The pioneer fire-preventionist and 
his wife now live with their daugh- 
ter in Shaker Heights—From The 
Hiram College Broadcaster. 


$100,000 Scholarship 
Drive for TCU 


Fort WorTH—A goal of at least 
$100,000, to provide a bloc of 200 
scholarships in honor of President 
M. E. Sadler, has been set for 1959 
by the Ex-Students Association of 
Texas Christian University. 

As the fifth annual Ex-Students 
Fund campaign, the effort will con- 
tinue throughout the calendar year. 

At a recent meeting, the Associa- 
tion’s directors voted to call the 
campaign “The M. E. Sadler Schol- 
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arship Fund.” Dr. Sadler, who be- 
came TCU’s president in 1941, has 
guided the 86-year-old university 


through its greatest period of 
growth and expansion. 
Last fall, Dr. Sadler outlined a 


number of urgent needs for further 
development. One phase of his pro- 
posed program calls for $250,000 an- 
nually to provide for 500 additional 
scholarships. The campaign of the 
Ex-Students Association is the first 
effort in that area. 

Actually, Association officials said 
that the $100,000 figure for 1959 was 
a “minimum beginning point,” 
rather than a goal. 


There are now more than 20,000 
former students on the TCU mail- 
ing list. About 8,000 of them are 
active members of the Association 
and over 2,000 are regular annual 
donors to the university through the 
Ex-Students Fund. 

In addition, a growing number of 
national corporations have programs 
of matching gifts made by former 
university students. 

Hartwell Ramsey, executive secre- 
tary of the Ex-Students Association, 
will coordinate the work of the 
“M. E. Sadler Scholarship Fund” dur- 
ing the year. 


Texas Changes 


Texas Board of Christian Churches 
reports numerous changes in lead- 
ership among the churches in that 
state. 


Following is a _ partial list of 
changes in pastoral leadership. 


John T. Horber from the mission 
field to First Church, Taylor. 

Kenneth Newton from First Church. 
Ballinger, to the Houston Council of 
Churches. 

I. D. Addington from the associate 
ministry of First Church, Tyler, to 
First Church, Henderson. 

Roy Curtis of Fort Worth has com- 
pleted an ad interim ministry of First 
Church, Taylor. 

Henry W. Cohagan of Mineral Wells 
has completed a similar service with 
Washington Boulevard Church, Beau- 
mont. 

Rawlins Cherryhomes from _ First 
Church, Borger, to the staff of the 
University of Texas. 

Ray Laver, pastor of First Church, 
Denison, Tex., has resigned to enter 
business. 

The following is a partial list of 
student ministries recently assumed. 

Charles Minton of Fort Worth to 
First Church, Celina. 

sawty Tankersley to Central Church, 

sco. 

Edgar Fox of Fort Worth to First 
Church, Gordon. 

David Williams of Fort Worth has 
become youth director of First Church, 
Gainesville. 

Charles Heyer of Fort Worth is now 
youth director of Polytechnic Christian 
Church, Fort Worth. 

David Douglas is serving as associate 
minister of North Fort Worth Christian 
Church, Fort Worth. 

Richard Cerney is the new associate 
for First Church, Mesquite. 
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NEWS CAPSULES 


@Dr. Paul Wassenich, associate 
professor of religion at Texas Chris- 
tian University, Fort Worth, con- 
ducted a preaching mission at First 
Church, Temple, Tex., March 24-26. 

Howard J. Johnson, pastor of the 
church reports that the church re- 
cently committed itself to a $300 
special Capital for Kingdom Building 
project. 


@ At the Woman’s Day observance 
at First Christian Church, Norfolk, 
Va., Herman Reynolds, missionary 
to India, was guest speaker. 

A school of missions was con- 
ducted by the world outreach 
department, Mrs. Dana Sherman, 
chairman, on five consecutive Sun- 
day evenings earlier this year. 


@ Ernest Mehl, sports editor of the 
Kansas City Star, and well-known 
figure in the sports world, was 
speaker for the annual Good Will 
Dinner at Culver-Stockton College, 
Canton, Mo., April 28. 

The $25-a-plate fund-raising din- 
ner is an annual affair. 


@ Louis Celestin, former professor 
at Shadyside Academy and the 
father of a Bethany College student, 
has given his French library of 
some 800 volumes to the Bethany 
West Virginia, college. 


@iIn a series of area meetings for 
high school young people of our 
churches held under the direction 
of the admissions department of 
Eureka College, Harold Patterson, 
director, young people from 37 con- 
gregations shared and 485 high 
school students participated. 


@ The first school of missions con- 
ducted by Seventh Christian Church, 
Indianapolis, was held for five con- 
secutive Sundays beginning Jan. 11. 
The program included lunch, fellow- 
ship, age-level classes and a closing 
meditation period in which the 
following leaders lifted up the mis- 
sion of the church: A. Dale Fiers, 
Prof. Joseph Smith, John Sams, 
Gaines M. Cook, Julian Stuart and 
Mrs. Joseph Smith. Average at- 
tendance was over 100. 


@ Don Champion, a Boy Scout who 
is a member of Vermilion Heights 
Christian Church, Danville, Ill., was 
presented the God and Country 
Award during a recent morning 
worship service. The pastor of the 
church is P. J. Woodworth. 


associate minister 
Methodist Church, 


@ Barry Bailey, 
of the First 
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Shreveport, La., spoke to a large 
group of men at the Christian Men’s 
Fellowship meeting at Kings High- 
way Christian Church of Shreveport. 


@At Central Christian Church, 
Toledo, Ohio, the Jones-Keister 
evangelistic team conducted a cru- 
sade which resulted in the addition 
of 48 persons to the membership— 
38 by baptism. Kenneth C. Thomas 
is minister of the church. 


@ First Christian Church, Las 
Cruces, N. M., has purchased 4% 
acres upon which to erect new 
buildings for worship and education. 
The site, centrally located in the 
city, is across from the senior high 
school. Cary Hall is the minister. 


@ L. H. West, retired Christian min- 
ister, of Shreveport, La., held a two- 
week evangelistic meeting with 
First Christian Church at Waynoka, 
Okla. There were eight additions. 
The minister, James H. Bell, re- 
cently resigned. 


@ Arlington Church, Lexington, Ky., 
Randolph A. White, minister, has 
voted to build a $125,000 education 
unit. Work will begin in the spring 
of 1960. The church dedicated a 
new sanctuary in September of 1956. 


@ The Pennsylvania Christian 
Churches of district five held a 
spring rally in the Belle Vernon 
Christian Church. Guest speaker 
was Jack E. Sanders, assistant di- 
rector of financial resources for 
Christian Theological Seminary, In- 
dianapolis. 


@Mrs. A. C. Cuppy was honored 
recently by Park Place Christian 
Church, Hutchinson, Kan. at a 
meeting of the Christian Women’s 
Fellowship. Mrs. Cuppy “turned 
the tables” by presenting the church 
with a pair of raffia offering plates 
which were made by Belgian Congo 
women. 


@ On a recent Sunday at the Chris- 
tian Church in Maroa, Ill., a father 
and three sons were serving at the 
Communion table and members 
were reminded of the importance 
of the real basic unit of the church 
—the Christian family. Pastor of 
the church is Wayne Sheeks. 


@ Miss Eva Young a member of 
North Side Christian Church, 
Chicago, has completed a_ perfect 
church school and church attend- 
ance record for a total of 21 years, 
it was recently reported in the North 


Side Christian Church bulletin. Miss 
Young, a deaconess, has not missed 
an official board meeting for twelve 
years. 


@ James W. Carty, Jr., Disciples’ 
minister and religious news editor 
of The Nashville Tennessean, spoke 
at the religious journalism seminar 
sponsored by Southern Illinois Uni- 
versity May 9 at Carbondale, Il. 
Charles C. Clayton, professor at the 
university and editor of Quill mag- 
azine, was director of the seminar. 


@ The newly organized Lake Charles 
Hills Christian Church in O’Fallon, 
Mo., is completing its church 
building. 

Services are now being held in 
temporary quarters in a park shel- 
ter house. The interim minister is 
83-year-old John Boos, a lay 
preacher. Elder Tom McGee ex- 
pressed the hope of the congregation 
in these words: “We have asked, it 
has been given; we have sought, 
we are finding; we have knocked, 
it has been opened.” 


@ Donald Rogers of Colorado 
Springs Colo., will become minister 
of education for First Church, Eu- 
gene, Ore., June 15. Mr. and Mrs. 
Rogers and their one-year-old son 
will arrive in Eugene June 1. 
Pastor of the church is Carroll C. 
Roberts. 


@ First Church, Columbus, Kan., in- 
vited former members of the church 
to attend its homecoming day ac- 
tivities May 31, when the new edu- 
cation unit was dedicated. A 
fellowship basket luncheon was held 
in connection with a mortgage 
burning. 





Religious Emphasis Week 






Students of Rocky Mountain Col- 
lege, Billings, Mont., are shown 
worshiping during the service of 
Communion recently held as a 
climax to Religious Emphasis Week. 
As a part of their assignment in a 
course on worship, two _ students, 
Veryl Leech and Robert Fries, 
planned the service. Standing are 
Chaplain Arthur Buhl, RMC (left), 
and William Lindsay, speaker. 
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TOWARD A 
BETTER CHURCH 





Samuel F. Pugh 


A Dozen Do’s and Don’ts 


HE functional pattern of 

church organization contin- 
ues in popularity. Church lead- 
ers are studying the program 
planning manuals as never be- 
fore. 

As we visit the churches we 
are aware of certain difficulties. 
In order to point out some of 
these problem areas we offer a 
few words of caution and sug- 
gestion. Perhaps we can help 
the reader’s church too. 

1. Don’t think of the perfec- 
tion of your church organization 
as the final goal. It is only a 
means of achieving some of the 
real goals of your church. Or- 
ganization is a tool with which 
you work. 

Before going further perhaps 
it would be well for your leaders 
to discuss the basic purpose of 
the church and the specific ob- 
jectives of your own congrega- 
tion. That will help you see what 
the tool is supposed to accom- 
plish. 

2. Don’t try to adopt every de- 
tail of the functional pattern un- 
less it fits your particular needs. 

3. Don’t allow the chairman of 
the board, or any one person, to 
appoint eight department chair- 
men. Instead use a nominating 
committee. 

The selection of the eight de- 
partment chairmen is one of the 
most important jobs of the 
church year. 

4. Don’t allow one person to 
be selected for more than one de- 





Samuel F. Pugh is national direc- 
tor of church development of The 
United Christian Missionary Society, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 
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partment—or hold too many 
jobs. To be in more than one de- 
partment causes inefficiency of 
work, prevents concentrated ef- 
fort, prevents simultaneous meet- 
ings of departments, and robs 
other persons of the privilege of 
a chance to serve. 

5. Don’t give a person a re- 
sponsibility without (a) giving 
instructions, (b) allowing au- 
thority, and (c) undergirding the 
job with an adequate budget. 

6. Don’t use the cabinet as a 
miniature church board. Remem- 
ber, the cabinet is advisory. It 
coordinates calendar dates and 
prevents overlapping of program. 
It may discuss a matter and re- 
fer it to a department, but it 
does not vote or make official 
decisions. 

7. Don’t let the board make 
decisions that should be made in 
the departments. The depart- 
ments are the planning, working, 
serving bodies. Refer suggested 
projects to the appropriate de- 
partment. 

If a recommendation does not 
win the approval of the board let 
it be referred back to the depart- 
ment for further consideration 
rather than be tabled or voted 
down. 

8. Do have the functional de- 
partments meet regularly and 
simultaneously. Occasional meet- 
ings, held without relationship to 
the other departments, command 
little respect and add greatly to 
the meeting dates of the pastor. 

When all departments meet on 
the same day of each month 
there is a sense of strength and 
harmony. 


THE CHRISTIAN 





9. Do encourage each depart- 
ment to set its program a year 
in advance. 

10. Do allow each department 
to submit its own budget and be 
responsible for using it. 

11. Do let the entire congrega- 
tion assist with the planning, par- 
ticipate in the program, and be 
informed concerning the results. 

12. Do require written reports 
from all departments, board, and 
fellowship groups. 

And in it all remember the 
needs of the person and the God- 
given skills of the members. 


WALK FORWARD 


by Dawn Flanery Parker 


If you walk forward, not back- 
ward, 

Cooperate, don’t compete, 

Divide instead of grabbing, 

And take the lowest seat; 

Give out instead of keeping, 

Be humble instead of proud, 

And love instead of hate, 

And always laugh with the crowd, 

Then you will have less sorrow 

And selfishness will cease, 

Bringing a happier tomorrow 

And with it soothing peace. 





KNOLLWOOD COURT 
Lake Ozark, Missouri 


We welcome church groups—adults and 
outh to Knollwood Court—4 miles south of 

gnell Dam, on highway US 54. Lake Ozark 
is mailing address. 

12 stone units—Rustic surroundings—fire 
places—Comfortable Beds. Swimming Pool for 
our guests—Large Yard—30 acres of wooded 
area. Car Ports. 

Good Food, riding range, boating and fish- 
ing, and conference room are near by. Lake 
excursions, for large groups. We can 
sleep a . j 

Special rates for ups excepting in June, 
July and August. Write for Brochure. 


Lawrence R. and Reba Ricklefs 





Travel to the HOLY LAND spending 
CHRISTMAS IN BETHLEHEM — 1959 
EASTER IN JERUSALEM — 1960 


Join small groups touring the Holy 
Land and Middle East under Christian 
leadership with Harriet-Louise H. Pat- 
terson visiting Jordan, Israel, Lebanon, 
Syria, Egypt, Turkey, Greece and 
Italy. Christmas tour departs Dec. 11. 
Easter Spring tour departs April 1. 
Write for descriptive itinerary booklet 
giving all details. 


MAUPINTOUR ASSOCIATES 
Head Office 
1236 Massachusetts Lawrence, Kansas 
Branch Offices in 
New York — Washington — Tokyo 
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‘‘yYou Are What You Read’’ 


Missionaries in Space Suits 


Space, Atoms and God. By Jack 
Finegan. The Bethany Press. 159 
pages. $3. 


Through an interrelated series of 
brief, concise, and pithy essays Dr. 
Finegan has brought into refreshing 
perspective the relevance of the 
gospel for this nuclear-space age. 
Here is a fascinating study herald- 
ing the claim that the new age in 
which we live is not really one of 
scientific discovery but of Christ and 
the Kingdom of God. 

Man’s problems with regard to his 





material world remain essentially 
the same in every era. Splitting 
atoms and orbiting satellites do not 
erase the age-old fears and hopes 
of men. Indeed, they only serve to 
point up the “amazing possibilities 
and terrifying dangers” of the whole 
of creation which stands in dire 
need of redemption. 

The really new age confronting 
mankind was ushered in more than 
two thousand years ago by Jesus 
Christ. It came with the dramatic 
announcement that “The Kingdom 
of God is at hand.” Dr. Finegan de- 
scribes Christians as living “between 
the times,” “delivered from the old, 
but not yet in full possession of the 
new.” 

This is our situation. The decisive 
battle has been fought although the 
war continues to rage. Our task 
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is to wait with patience for the “day 
of the Lord” and to work for it with 
eagerness. 

The reality of God is treated with 
an unusual depth of understanding 
and appreciation. Certainly the nu- 
clear-space age makes imperative 
a more adequate statement as to 
the nature of God. Perhaps this 
section of the book will prove to be 
its most constructive contribution to 
the reader. 

In concluding chapters we are 
confronted with a keen analysis of 
the sickness of our world and chal- 
lenged by the imperative of the gos- 
pel. Here is a book pulsing with 
fresh and vigorous ideas, simply 
stated and reflecting a real depth of 
scholarship. In touch with our 
times, it will expand the spiritual 
horizons of all who would find Christ 
relevant and the gospel adequate 
for an age of atomic power and in- 
ter-planetary travel—JOHN NoRTON 
WILLIAMS 


Not Structure But Movement 


The Way in Africa. By George 
Wayland Carpenter. Friendship 
Press. 165 pages. $2.50 (Cloth), 


$1.50 (Paper). 


The final chapter, “The Responsive 
Church,” presents the real text of 
Dr. George Carpenter’s message in 
his book, The Way in Africa. To 
him the way is clear—“not a goal 
but a way; not a structure but a 
movement.” He illustrates a Chris- 
tian growth which has taken place 
in various parts of Africa and feels 
it as being “full of life and move- 
ment.” 

The author faces up to the in- 
evitable problems which will arise 
when the many churches begin to 
realize that the unity among them 
has been assumed and is somewhat 
theoretical. Nevertheless, he _ be- 
lieves that “there is every indica- 
tion that as the churches in Africa 
reach full self-government they will 
move resolutely in the direction of 
corporate unity.” 

No one questions that this is 
Africa’s decade. Dr. Carpenter, him- 
self a former missionary to the Bel- 
gian Congo, makes a_ substantial 





contribution to the materials on 
Africa which are available as the 
churches include the continent in 
the current year’s missionary study. 

The early chapters of Dr. Carpen- 
ter’s book give needed background 
for an understanding of cultural 
heritage and present social revolu- 
tion of the people of the African 
continent. All who desire to know 
more of the present struggle in and 
for Africa and the part the church 
plays in it will find this book both 
helpful and interesting —RoBEerT G. 
NELSON 


What Is a Teen-ager? 
’Twixt Twelve and Twenty. By 


Pat Boone. Prentice-Hall, Inc. 176 
pages. $2.95. 
“What is a teen-ager? You’re 


one, and I just got over being one. 
But what is teen-age made of be- 
sides seven years of dating and 
waiting and a lot of wondering? 
Well, I thought we might look at 
these wonderful years together; 
I'll tell you about me as a teen- 
ager, and we’ll talk about you, 
too.” 


These are the opening words from 
the new Pat Boone book ’Twixt 
Twelve and Twenty which, as Pat 
says, is all about his teen-age life 
and ours. 

While reading this book, you feel 
almost like you and he have just 
sat down to do some friendly dis- 
cussing of life and its many prob- 
lems and complications. You talk 
about him and some of his teen-age 
experiences which are both humor- 
ous and serious at the same time, 
because they usually reflect your 
own problems and questions. 

Then he tries to help you under- 
stand yourself, your attitudes on 
life, and your place in this big earth 
we live in. He also tries to make 
you do some adult thinking on re- 
ligion, and seeing things through 
the eyes of your parents. I hope 
many other teens will want to read 
this book because it is one of the 
best and most interesting of the 
books for teen-agers I’ve read.— 
MARGARET MULCH 
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FLAG DAY, 
1999 








by Martha E. Bonham 





—Betsy Ross House, Philadelphia 


With two new stars this year, we recall 


the first flag and its approval June 14, 1777 


The adding of two more stars 
to our flag, when Alaska became 
our 49th state and Hawaii our 
50th, was easy compared to the 
task that confronted Betsy Ross 
in 1776. 

In June of that year George 
Washington, Robert Morris, and 
Colonel George Ross were said 
to have called at the home of 
Betsy Ross and asked her to 
make a sample flag according to 
their directions. 

The following year on June 14 
the Continental Congress passed 
the resolution “That the flag of 
the United States be thirteen 
stripes, alternate red and white; 
that the union be thirteen stars, 
white in a blue field, representing 
a new constellation.” 


The first official recognition of 
Flag Day was made by the Gov- 
ernor of New York in 1897. He 
gave orders that the national flag 
should fly over all the public 
buildings in the state. 

The Philadelphians also ob- 
served Flag Day that year. Dur- 
ing the years that followed, the 
custom spread rapidly. 

The Betsy Ross House was 
built in 1700. For many years 
it was neglected. In 1936 A. 
Atwater Kent contributed a large 
sum for its restoration. It is 
now open to the public. 

Every year on Flag Day an 
anniversary service is held in 
the vacant lot adjoining the 
house. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


By Anne M. 


New Friends for Pepe. 
The Bethany Press. 29 


Halladay. 
pages, $1.75. 

The Holy Spirit and the Holy Life. 
By Chester K. Lehman. Herald Press. 
220 pages. $3.50. 

Making the Most of the Time. 
Christopher T. Garriott. 
Press. 160 pages, $3. 

Venture of Faith. 
and Harold Blake Walker. Harper 
and Brothers. 177 pages. $3. 

A New Mind for a New Age. 
we Abingdon Press. 


By 
The Bethany 


By Mary Alice 


By Alan 
143 pages. 


God In My Life. By Lloyd C. Wicke. 
Abingdon Press. 128 pages. $1. 

The Christ of the Earliest Christians. 
By William M. Ramsay. John Knox 
Press. 163 pages. $3. 
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Bread Upon the Waters. 
N. Bancroft. 
85 pages. 

Birth Control and Catholic Doctrine. 
By Alvah W. Sulloway. The Beacon 
Press. 257 pages. $3.95 

Adventures With Children in Nursery 
School and Kindergarten. By Elsa 
Barnouw and Arthur Swan. Thomas 
Y. Crowell Company. 276 pages. $3.75. 

The Way in Africa. Py George Way- 
land Carpenter. Friendship mows 165 
pages. $2.95 (Cloth); $1.50 (Paper). 

Publicity Goes to Church, By Wil- 
liam E. Leidt. The Seabury Press, Inc. 
122 pages. $2.75. 


By Bernard 
Exposition Press. Inc. 


Adults at Worship. By Wallace 
ay Abingdon Press. 128 pages. 
Sir, I Have a Problem! By R. Lof- 


ton Hudson. Thomas Y. Crowell Com- 
pany. 148 pages. $2.50. 


From Earth to Sky. By Flossie E. 


THE CHRISTIAN 


Mills. : iene Book Publishers. 63 


pages, 
Youth’s Companion to the Bible. By 
Ralph Heim. Muhlenberg Press. 


245 pages. $3.75. 

A Religion for the Universal Mind. 
By F. I. Johnson, Comet Press. 70 
pages. $2.50. 


The Truth of God. By Arnold a 


Engberg. Vantage Press, Inc. 128 
pages. 95. 

Son Out of Egypt. By Raymond C. 
Agee. Vantage Press, Inc. 215 pages. 
$3.75. 

Balti. The 


By Ella Huff Kepple. 
$2.50. 


Bethany Press. 127 pages. 

Christian Youth Chapbook. The Beth- 
any Press. 163 Songs. 40c ea., 100 or 
more, 35c (Paper). 

Space, Atoms, and God. By Jack 
Finegan. The Bethany Press, 159 
pages, 


Pastoral Prayers Through the Year. 
Compiled and Edited by Robert L. Eddy. 
$350. Scribner’s Sons. 191 pages. 


Twenty-Five Hundred Sentence Ser- 
mons. By B. Eavey. Baker Book 


House. 113 pages. $1.75 
Sermon Outlines on the Family and 
the Home, By Adolph Bedsole. Baker 
Book House. 105 pages, $1.75 
Luther’s Works—Sermons I (Volume 
51). By Martin Luther. Muhlenberg 
Press. 405 pages. 


Human Nature and Christian Mar- 
riage. By William P. Wylie. Associa- 
tion Press. 128 pages. $2.50. 

The Epistle to the Galatians. 
Floyd E. Hamilton. 66 pages. 


The Epistle to the Romans. By Glea- 
son L. Archer, Jr. 103 pages. $1.50. 
Shield Bible Study Series Study Man- 
uals. Baker Book House. 

A Survey of Religious Education (Sec- 
ond Edition). By J. Price, James 
H. Chapman, L. L, Carpenter and W. 
Forbes Yarborough. The Ronald Press 


By 
$1.25. 


Company. 466 pages. 
This Holy Estate. By Herbert F. 
Reichart. The 


Christian Education 
Press. 56 pages. . 

What Is the Nature of Man? By 
Ralph C. Miller and Others. The Chris- 
tian Education Press. 209 pages. $3. 


Understanding Roman Catholicism. 
By Winthrop S. Hudson. The West- 
minster Press, 192 pages. $3.50. 

The Racial Problem in Christian Per- 
spective. By Kyle Haselden. Harper 
and Brothers. 222 pages. 


Passport to Paradise. By Duncan H. 
Macfarlane. Vantage Press, Inc, 106 
pages. 

Faith and ‘Fmmertaltey. 
A. Kemp. 


By er 
pages. $2.50. 


Vantage Press, Inc 


Selected Sermon Outlines. By E. E. 
Vantage Press, Inc. 74 pages. 

Thy Kingdom Come, By Florence 
M. Stader. Vantage Press, Inc. 64 
pages. R 

qn to Teach Acts. By Joseph M. 

ettys. John Knox Press. 61 pages. 


$C 25 (Paper). 


Christian Responsibility On a Chang- 
ing Planet. Report of the Fifth World 
Order Study Conference. The National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America, Depart- 
ment of Publication and Distribution, 
120 East 23rd Street, New York 10, New 
York. 65 pages. 35¢ ( Paper). 





Denver DRE Resigns 


Curtis Lee, minister of youth and 
Christian education at Central 
Church, Denver, Colo., has resigned 
to become minister of First Church, 
Stinnett, Tex. 

The Denver church is now seeking 
an associate minister to direct the 
religious education program. Kelly 
O’Neall is the minister. 
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RELAX ... 


50TH STATE 


Several suggestions were 
made on Capitol Hill for a 
title for Hawaii. Some of 
these were: “Pineapple 
State,” “Island State,” and 
“Aloha State.” However, 
Rep. Kenneth Roberts (D- 
Ala.) thinks “Hula State” 
will best put Hawaii on the 


NEW FOR OLD 
Middle age is that point 
in life when you use all the 
new wrinkles you can find 
to get rid of all the old ones. 
—“UNITED MINE WORKERS 
JOURNAL” 
eee 
LADIES’ LAMENT 
A common irritation that 
We’re very weary of 
Is to discover we have lost 
One earring or one glove. 
—MARY HAMLETT GOODMAN 


CASE DISMISSED 


“I can’t think of any- 
thing worse than a man 
beating up his wife,” said 
the judge, indignantly. 
“Why did you do it?” 

“Well,” said the man, 


“she kept yelling, ‘Go ahead 
and hit me! Go ahead! Pll 
have you up before that 
bald-headed old baboon of a 
judge, and he’ll fix you!’ ” 
—“QUOTE” 
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Bethany 
Bible 
Teacher 


The 
Bethany Bible 
Teacher 


A comprehensive guide for teachers 
who work with youth, older young 
people, and adults, in classes that use 
the Intermediate-Senior Quarterly, the 
Bethany Bible Student, or the Bethany 
Pocket Quarterly. 160 pages describe 
lesson objectives, outline class meet- 
ings and summarize topics for each 
quarter. Each lesson contains many 
useful aids to interpreting the Bible 
passage to students. The entire 
Bethany Bible Student is reprinted in 
it for convenient reference. Words 
and phrases used in the Bible are 
studied and explained. Special sec- 
tions of helps for teachers of inter- 
mediates, seniors, young people and 
adults are included, plus outlines for 
monthly evening class meetings of a 
devotional or social nature. 65¢ 
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The 
Bethany Bible 
Student 


An illustrated 64-page quarterly for 
older young people and adults. Par- 
ticular emphasis is placed upon the 
Scriptures, and concrete suggestions 
are given for applying the Bible 
lessons to daily living. The lesson 
for each Sunday includes the Scripture 
lesson, the recommended devotional 
reading and the brief memory selec- 
tion from the Bible that appear in 
Uniform Lessons for all classes. 
Special lesson helps include an ex- 
planation of the Scripture lesson, a 
lesson commentary that points out 
present-day applications of the central 
thought of the day’s lesson, and two 
columns of discussion questions, one 
for young people and one for adults. 
20¢. (Teachers use the Bethany 
Bible Teacher.) 


THE BETHANY POCKET QUARTERLY is especially designed for 


busy men and women, who need a 
grasp church school lessons quickly. 


convenient quarterly to be able to 
A condensed quarterly similar to 


the Bethany Bible Student. It contains the same Scripture lesson, devo- 
tional reading and brief memory lesson. Made to fit your pocket or 


purse. 10¢ 


BETHANY SERVICE LEAFLETS have complete services for 
assemblies of the entire church school or for the adult department 
for each Sunday in the quarter, including music, meditations, 


poems, hymns and responsive readings. 


10¢ a set per quarter 


CHRISTIAN BOARD 


OF PUBLICATION 
BOX 179, ST. LOUIS 66 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 





SAMARITAN PASSOVER 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


I enjoyed your article on the 
Samaritan Passover. (CE-FR, 
March 29, 1959.) Little has been 
written on this group of late, and I 
welcomed these vivid firsthand ob- 
servations. I think it is interesting 
to note the unhappy fate of all the 
many sect-groups which deviated 
from the main stream of the Si- 
naitic tradition: the Samaritans, the 
Essenes, the Zealots, the Saducees, 
the various Hebrew-Christians, and 
so on. 

Certainly, it is possible for history 
to maintain a prominent place in 
the lives of a people without their 
living under conditions that were 
poor even two thousand years ago. 
The basis for the whole state of 
Israel is historical; indeed, the Jews 
are a historical community. 

As the sages observed (in my 
paraphrased translation): ‘‘Why 
does the (Bible) say, ‘On this day 
I brought you out of Egypt? It 
should say on that day.’” And their 
answer is, of course, that every Jew, 
in a sense, must re-live the experi- 
ence of his covenant existence, to 
once again stand at Sinai. And yet 
this is part of a tradition that en- 
courages social and technological 
progress, rather than impeding it. 

Let me express my pleasure with 
the generally worthwhile and pro- 
gressive tone of the articles of this 
nature that appear in your maga- 
zine. Not many such weeklies are 
able to maintain such consistent 
quality, and you have managed to 
avoid to a large extent the fault of 
many of them—becoming bogged 
down with trivia and negative bick- 
ering, using the pages of a religious 
publication to grind an axe and en- 
courage differences more than broth- 
erhood.—MEL BLoom, Park Ridge, 
Til. 


TEMPERANCE DRIVE 
Editor, The CE-FR: 

Since Mrs. B. E. Behner’s letter 
(CE-FR, Feb. 8, 1959) has started 
comments about the nefarious liquor 
business I think it is an opportune 
time for every believer in temper- 
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ance, or better yet, total abstinence, 
to do what he can to put this busi- 
ness where it belongs—Out of Busi- 
ness. 

Therefore, may I suggest that the 
executive committee of the Stand- 
ard Publishing Foundation name a 
committee of one or more for the 
purpose of arranging a meeting of 
the executive officers of all church 
organizations, temperance organiza- 
tions, civic organizations, safety 
councils and all other organizations 
that pass resolutions condemning 
the use of beverage alcohol, to meet 
for the purpose of arranging a long- 
term educational and legislative pro- 
gram to put the beverage alcohol 
business out of business. Your ear- 
nest cooperation is solicited while 
we think we have time to do some- 
thing about it—Haro_p J. HARPER, 
Laredo, Tex. 


EpITor’s COMMENT: If our friends 
in Cincinnati should undertake this, 
we would cooperate, but in our 
judgment, organized agencies like 
the W.C.T.U. and the Yale School 
of Alcoholic Studies are _ better 
places to. center our national ef- 
forts. 


NO BAPTISTRY! 
Editor, The CE-FR: 

In regard to Donald A. Ross’s let- 
ter to the editor (CH-FR, March 1, 
1959)—tsk, tsk, there is no bap- 
tistry in the Robert Carr Chapel at 
TCU. What he thought was a bap- 
tistry is a small recessed alcove 
mainly used for holding flowers. 
Just thought I’d clear the record.— 
ALLAN W. LEE, Bremerton, Wash. 


BAPTISTRY NOT NEEDED 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


Making theological mountains out 
of molehill opinions is certainly not 
new. Now we’re making baptistries 
out of flowerboxes. I refer to Mr. 
Donald Ross (CE-FR, March 1, 
1959), who makes an eloquent plea 
for more worshipful baptistries and 
then cites as the par excellence ex- 
ample the TCU chapel “baptistry” 
which must be all of six inches deep. 

I do not wish to get either my alma 
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mater or myself in deep water but 
when it comes to baptistries, a few 
inches seems hardly deep enough. 
In all of the recent talk about the 
modes of baptism, it seems to me 
that too much has been said of me- 
chanics and too little of the spirit 
of the event. 

There will never be unity on bap- 
tism as we practice it when on the 
one hand we plead for the beautiful 
symbolism and meaning of the event 
and then turn around and put our 
baptistries in dark, little cubby holes, 
under the floor and behind walls. 


It’s no wonder we haven’t made 
more headway with our example 
when, in fact, our example is often 
distastefully handled. Many of our 
preachers simply don’t know how 
to conduct a worshipful baptismal 
service nor do many have a wor- 
shipful baptistry. When will we 
build baptistries that are for the 
candidate rather than the specta- 
tors? 

And lest some of my erstwhile col- 
leagues jump on the “heresy” of a 
major chapel building of one of the 
Christian Church universities not 
even having a baptistry, I believe 
that TCU rightly assumes that its 
seminarians will already have been 
baptized by the time they reach 
seminary. On second thought, may- 
be they need one to practice in at 
that.—RoBertT E. PETERSON, San An- 
tonio, Tex. 


EpiTor’s COMMENT: Also, schools 
often rightly point out that they are 
not “churches” in which a baptized 
candidate will take membership. 


INVALUABLE 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


As a new church we are distribut- 
ing The Christian Evangelist-Front 
Rank to our adult church school 
classes and find it to be invaluable 
in helping our new members be- 
come better informed about our 
brotherhood—its beliefs and its ac- 
tivities. 


Congratulations on the fine job 
which you and your staff are doing. 
—HERBERT C. BARNARD, Indianapolis. 


EVANGELIST-FRONT RANK 
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FOR PRIMARY GROUPS 


A GIFT OF TURTLES, 69 Ella Mae Charlton. 
A city family moves to a small town and 
helps build a church. 70A609, cloth, $2.95; 
70A610, paper, $1.50. 

A PRIMARY TEACHER’S GUIDE ON “The 
Church’s Mission in Town and Country,” 
by Elizabeth T. McDowell. Guidance for 
10 sessions. 70A611, $ .65. 

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST IN TOWN AND 
COUNTRY, 93A617, $ .50. 

THREE PRECEDING ITEMS, _ together, 
70A642, $2.40. 


ADDITIONAL READING 
BOOKS AND RESOURCE 
MATERIALS 


On Good Soil, by Wilfred Bockelman. 
70A595, cloth, $2.95; 70A596, paper, $1.50. 
This Is the Migrant, by Louisa R. Shotwell. 
70A567, $ .60. Acres to Cross, by Helen 
Kromer (play) 70A639, $ .50. More Play- 
ettes (plays) 70A640, $ .50. World Friends: 
In Town and Country (teaching pictures) 
70A613, $1.25. Children of North America 
(picture book) 70A612, $1.25. Picture Map 
of the United States, 70A614, $1.00. 

FILMSTRIPS: This Sustaining Bread (adult), 
$6.00. Digging Deep (youth), $10.00. Town 
nr Country Cousins (primary and junior), 

00. 


The Church’s Mission 


in TOWN and 
COUNTRY 


A GUIDE TO MATERIALS for the 
July—December Mission Study Theme 


FOR ADULT GROUPS 


PEOPLE, LAND AND CHURCHES, 6y Rockwell C. Smith. Common- 
sense approach to problems. Probes socio-economic concerns; stresses 
mission of the church. 70A593, cloth, $2.95; 70A594, paper, $1.50. 


ADULT GUIDE ON THE CHURCH’S MISSION IN TOWN AND 
COUNTRY, 4y Richard Belcher. 6 sessions. 70A597, $ .50. 

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST IN TOWN AND COUNTRY, 4y Dale 
Medearis. Booklet on brotherhood activity. 93A617, $ .50. 


“—— PACKET of THREE PRECEDING ITEMS. 70A644, 
2.25. 


THE CHURCH AT WORK IN TOWN AND COUNTRY. 6 com- 
plete programs for CWF. 93A616, $ .60. 


1959-60 Series, MONTHLY PROGRAMS FOR MEN’S MEETINGS 
includes a suitable program. 93A615, $1.00. 


FOR SENIOR AND OLDER YOUTH GROUPS 


WINDBREAKS, by J. Martin Bailey. Six stories highlight activities 
of a youth group seeking to solve problems in a rural community. 
70A600, cloth, $2.95; 70A601, paper, $1.50. 


—— OF CHRIST IN TOWN AND COUNTRY. 93A617, 
-50. 


TWO PRECEDING ITEMS, together, 70A645, $1.75. 


A GUIDE FOR STUDY AND ACTION: YOUTH IN THE TOWN 
AND COUNTRY CHURCH, by J. Martin Bailey. 70A602, $ .65. 


FELLOWSHIP NO. 8. Includes a suitable unit. $2.95 per copy; 3 for 
$8.50; 5 for $12.50. 


CYF STUDIES CHRISTIAN WORLD OUTREACH, 1959-60, by 
Mareta Smoot. 93A618, $ .40. 


FOR JUNIOR HIGH GROUPS 


RAISING CANE ON HUCKLEBERRY, by Alice Cobb. Story of a 
city mr a small town youth group. 70A603, cloth, $2.95; 70A604, 
paper, $1.50. 


a OF CHRIST IN TOWN AND COUNTRY. 93A617, 
-50. 


TWO PRECEDING ITEMS, together, 70A643, $1.75. 


HOW TO USE “Raising Cane on Huckleberry,” by Margaret Greene. 
Leader's helps. 70A605, $ .65. 


PM PACK NO. 13. Includes a suitable unit. $2.95 per copy; 3 for 
$8.50; 5 for $12.50. 


CHI RHO STUDIES CHRISTIAN WORLD OUTREACH, 1959-60, 
by Mareta Smoot. 93A619, $ .40. 


FOR JUNIOR GROUPS 


THE SINGING BRIDGE, by Rita Puttcamp. New families move into 


a farm town near an atomic energy plant. 70A606, cloth, $2.95; 
70A607, paper, $1.50. 


A JUNIOR TEACHER’S GUIDE ON “The — Mission in Town 
and Country,” by Doris Demaree. 70A608, $ .6 


“ae OF CHRIST IN TOWN AND COUNTRY. 93A617, 
50 


THREE PRECEDING ITEMS, together, 70A641, $2.40. 
JUNIOR PROGRAMS. Four suitable sessions. $ .25 per copy. 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION — Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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QUESTION: Two good wom- 
en in our church are quarreling 
over what you believe. In or- 
der that I may minister to 
these good women will you 
please tell me just what you be- 
lieve about the inspiration and 
infallibility of the Bible, the 
Virgin birth, the deity of Christ 
and the Personality of God? 


ANSWER: Never have we 
claimed that this column was 
“The Oracle of God’ and it 
gives me concern that two 
Christian women should be 
quarreling over what I say or 
what I believe. My honest opin- 
ion is that neither of the good 
women knows what I believe 
for your letter was written last 
June and if I have been grow- 
ing in grace and knowledge my 
beliefs should have changed 
some in that length of time. 

It would take not a column 
but perhaps several volumes for 
me to answer your request. For 
many years now I have made it 
a rule not to discuss theology 
or Biblical interpretations in 
this column. I have found that 
people can be Christian on most 
any subjects except the Bible 
and theology. However I can 
recommend one book wherein 
you will find all my beliefs cen- 
tered. That book is the Bible. 


QUESTION: I have accepted 
a call as a lay preacher to help 
start a church on the outskirts 


of our city. Several dedicated 
laymen have bought the build- 
ing and are getting things ready 
for church services. I have been 
unable to find any books or pub- 
lications that are designed to 
help in a project like this. Do 
you have any suggestions? 
Keep us stimulated with your 
column. Maybe some of these 
times enough people will be 
willing to accept your ideas to 
where we will have Disciples as 
active as Baptists. 


ANSWER: Since I have been 
nearly a year getting around to 
your question I am sure you 
have your new church going 
strong and maybe have written 
a book on how you did the job. 
If so, I am sure it will be of 
service to others. Since there 
has been a new birth of interest 
on the starting of new churches, 
I am sure a letter to the Home 
Missions division of the United 
Christian Missionary Society, 
222 S. Downey Ave., Indian- 
apolis 7, Ind., will bring you 
valuable suggestions. 

If my column can help make 
the Disciples as active as the 
Southern Baptists I will start 
writing two each week. Let me 
add, however, that I hope no 
article of mine makes the Dis- 
ciples as exclusive as some of 
our Baptist brethren. 

You and your laymen friends 
are setting a fine example for 
Disciples in every city. We used 
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to be town and country people, 
but now we are rapidly coming 
to be a city and suburban group. 
Furthermore, we have been very 
slow in developing an effective 
strategy for the urban church. 
You and your group are help- 
ing to write one of the chapters 
in that strategy. 


QUESTION: Since churches 
will continue to use neophytes 
in key positions despite all my 
wailings and all your brilliant 
advice, what books, besides your 
own, do you feel will be help- 
ful? 


ANSWER: A letter to Beth- 
any Press will bring you a list 
of good books with descriptive 
paragraphs about each one. 
Such information would be 
much more helpful to you than 
I could possibly give here. 





